Decision No. C00-104

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99S-609G

THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO WITH ADVICE NO. 558-GAS.

PROCEDURAL ORDER

Mailed Date:  January 31, 2000

Adopted Date:  January 27, 2000
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission (the "Commission") conducted a prehearing conference in Docket No. 99S-609G on January 27, 2000.  Docket No. 99S-609G is a gas rate case filed by Public Service Company of Colorado.  The Commission considered scheduling, petitions for intervention, a motion to practice pro hac vice in this docket filed by Bruce A. Connell, Esq., of Conoco Inc., and other issues related to this docket. 

2. Conoco, Inc.; HS Energy Services, Inc.; KN Energy; Western Natural Gas, LLC; the Colorado Business Alliance for Cooperative Utility Practices; Multiple Intervenors;
 and the Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation, Catholic Charities, and Carol Castle filed petitions for intervention.  The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission each intervened as a matter of right.

3. Now being duly advised in the premises, we adopt the following procedures, grant intervention to the above-listed entities, and grant the motion for admission pro hac vice.

B. Procedural Dates

4. The schedule for the prefiling of testimony and exhibits and for hearing before the Commission shall be:

Answer Testimony Due
March 24, 2000

Cross-Answer & Rebuttal Testimony Due
April 19, 2000

Trial Data Certificates Due
April 26, 2000

Second Prehearing Conference
April 28, 2000, 9:00 a.m.

Hearing
May 1-5, 2000, 8:30 a.m.

5. The Commission shall conduct a public testimony hearing between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. on May 1, 2000.  The public testimony hearing shall be conducted in a Commission hearing room at 1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2, Denver, Colorado.  The purpose of this hearing is to provide an opportunity for the public to comment on the issues in this docket.  The public testimony hearing will be an on-the-record proceeding with sworn testimony and an opportunity for the parties to cross-examine testifying witnesses.

C. Discovery

6. Each party filing testimony shall make available to all other parties all workpapers supporting that testimony.  The workpapers shall be available upon the filing of that testimony with the Commission.

7. Discovery responses shall be served no later than May 1, 2000.  Parties shall have ten days to respond to discovery served on or before April 19, 2000.  Seven days response time shall be allowed for discovery served after April 19, 2000.  Any discovery disputes shall be referred to a Commission Administrative Law Judge.  

8. No discovery requests or responses shall be filed with the Commission or served upon the Commission's designated advisory staff.

D. Trial Data Certificates

9. The parties, either individually or jointly, will file a trial data certificate.  The trial data certificate shall be due on or before April 26, 2000.  The trial data certificate shall include the following:

1. Stipulations between parties;

2. Witness list;

3. Exhibit list;

4. Estimate of cross-examination time for each witness;

5. Any other matter the party desires to bring to the Commission’s attention.

E. Models

10. Within ten days of the effective date of this order, Public Service Company of Colorado shall file under seal in electronic form, and serve on the requesting parties:  a Cost Allocation Model; a Price-Out Model; and a reconciliation between the Phase I authorized revenue requirement and the allocation of the revenue requirements to the ratepayers in this Phase II.  Supporting documentation for each of the above shall be provided.  Within 14 days after service of the above, a Commission Administrative Law Judge shall convene a technical conference on the record to assist the parties in using and implementing the models.

11. Public Service Company of Colorado voiced reasonable concerns about the proprietary nature of the models and information.  Public Service Company of Colorado shall draft a confidentiality agreement to be signed by the parties.  If any disputes arise regarding that agreement, they shall be brought forthwith to the Commission.  In all other respects, the Commission’s Rules of Procedure regarding confidentiality, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-16, shall apply in this docket.  

F. Other Matters

12. Prefiled exhibits shall be designated by letters of the alphabet; exhibits introduced at hearing shall be designated by numbers.

13. Service of testimony, discovery responses, discovery requests, and testimony shall be by hand delivery, facsimile transmission, or electronic transmission for parties in the Denver metropolitan area.  Delivery to all others shall be by overnight mail.  

14. The motion pro hac vice filed by Bruce A. Connell, Esq. of Conoco Inc. meets the requirements of Commission Rule 21, and shall be granted.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

15. The procedural requirements discussed above are hereby adopted as the requirements for the present proceeding.

The hearing in the instant docket is set to commence:

DATE:
May 1, 2000.
TIME:
8:30 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

The hearing shall continue as necessary through May 5, 2000.

16. A public testimony hearing shall be conducted:

DATE:
May 1, 2000.
TIME:
4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

17. A second prehearing conference is set:

DATE:
April 28, 2000.
TIME:
9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

18. Trial data certificates in a form consistent with the above discussion shall be filed on or before April 26, 2000.

19. The petition to intervene filed by HS Energy Services, Inc., is granted.

20. The petition to intervene filed by Conoco, Inc. is granted.  

21. The petition to intervene filed by KN Energy is granted.    

22. The petition to intervene filed by, Western Natural Gas, LLC, is granted.  

23. The petition to intervene filed by the Multiple Intervenors is granted.  

24. The petition to intervene filed by, the Colorado Business Alliance for Cooperative Utility Practices is granted.   

25. The petition to intervene filed by the Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation, Catholic Charities, and Carol Castle is granted.

26. The motion pro hac vice filed by Bruce A. Connell, Esq., of Conoco Inc. is granted.

27. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONER’S PREHEARING CONFERENCE
January 27, 2000. 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD 
________________________________



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________

Commissioners

Commissioner Vincent Majkowski’s Term Expired 
Effective January 26, 2000.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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    �  At the time Multiple Intervenors filed its petition, the group was  comprised of Anheuser Busch Co., Duke Energy Field Services, Inc., Holnam, Inc., and Lockheed Martin.
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