Decision No. C00-0049
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-549E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING ITS 1999 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN.
Order (1) Granting Late Intervention
to Boulder, (2) Granting Staff's Motion
to Shorten Response Time, and 
(3) Partially Granting Denver's Motion 
to Shorten Response Time
Mailed Date:   January 13, 2000

Adopted Date:  January 12, 2000

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of the petition to intervene out of time filed by the City of Boulder, Colorado ("Boulder") and for consideration of the motions to shorten response time to two substantive motions filed by the Staff of the Commission ("Staff") and the City and County of Denver ("Denver"), respectively.  All of these requests relate to the request by Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") for approval of its 1999 Integrated Resource Plan ("IRP").

2. On January 6, 2000, Boulder filed its petition to intervene out of time.  The Commission finds that Boulder has stated good cause for the tardiness of its petition to intervene.  Boulder must, however, accept the record as it exists on the date of this Order.

3. On January 11, 2000, Staff filed a motion for an order directing Public Service to file a written report to the Commission no later than January 25, 2000 concerning the status of the Front Range Energy Associates (Quixx/K N) project.  Staff asks the Commission to shorten response time to this motion to January 18, 2000 at noon.  Staff justifies its request by demonstrating that Public Service's final request for proposals ("RFPs") for its 1999 IRP are to be issued on January 28, 2000 and that resolution of its motion may impact the level (MWs) of resources Public Service will solicit in the final RFPs.  The Commission finds that good cause exists to shorten response time to Staff's motion to January 18, 2000 at noon.

4. On January 11, 2000, Denver filed a motion asking the Commission to open a new docket related to Public Service's 1999 IRP.  This new docket would evaluate the reliability of Public Service's electric infrastructure.  As framed by Denver, the Commission would examine the reliability of Public Service's current and planned transmission and substation network serving the Denver metropolitan area.  Denver contends that resolution of its motion may impact the content of the final RFPs that Public Service intends to issue on January 28, 2000.  Therefore, Denver requests that the Commission shorten response time to its motion to January 18, 2000.  The Commission finds that prompt consideration of Denver's motion to open a new docket is required; however, the Commission further finds that it cannot award the relief, including a hearing, requested by Denver in advance of the issuance of the final RFPs.  The Commission finds that good cause exists to shorten response time to Denver's motion to January 21, 2000 at noon.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

5. The petition to intervene out of time filed by the City of Boulder, Colorado is granted.  The City of Boulder, Colorado shall accept the record in this Docket as it exists on the date of this Order.  Response time is waived.

6. The motion to shorten response time filed by the Staff of the Commission, which motion is related to its motion for an order directing Public Service Company of Colorado to file a written report concerning the status of the Front Range Energy Associates (Quixx/K N) project, is granted.  Response time to this motion is shortened to January 18, 2000 at noon.

7. The motion to shorten response time filed by the City and County of Denver, which motion is related to its motion to open a new docket to consider the electric infrastructure of Public Service Company of Colorado, is partially granted.  Response time to this motion is shortened to January 21, 2000 at noon.

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 12, 2000.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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