Decision No. R99-1327-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-377EG

in the matter of the application of public service company of colorado for commission authorization for new century energies, inc. to merge with northern states power company for extension of the current regulatory plan which includes an earnings share mechanism; and for such other relief as may be approprIAte or necessary certificate of service.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
(1) ordering supplement
and expedited responses; and
(2) shortening response time to
all future discovery motions

Mailed Date:  December 7, 1999

I. statement

A. On November 30, 1999, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) filed its Motion for Protective Order.  By this order, the City and County of Denver (the “City”), against whom the protective order was sought, was ordered to respond no later than December 10, 1999.

B. On December 1, 1999, the City filed its Motion to Compel Discovery Responses.  The Motion to Compel does not spec-ify to which responses of Public Service it applies.  The Admin-istrative Law Judge’s preliminary review of Public Service’s responses indicates that some of the discovery requests were answered.  Therefore the City was notified by telephone on December 2, 1999 that it needed to supplement the Motion to Compel by specifying which responses of Public Service it deemed to be inadequate and on which it is seeking an order compelling responses.  This was to be filed by December 3, 1999.  Also, Public Service was notified that it needed to file an expedited response to the Motion to Compel Discovery Responses, said response to be filed by December 10, 1999.  This order memo-rializes those rulings.

C. The Order below also shortens the response time to all discovery motions to five days.

II. order

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. The City and County of Denver shall supplement its Motion to Compel Discovery Responses by specifying which responses of Public Service Company of Colorado it seeks an order on.  This supplement is to be filed no later than December 3, 1999.

2. Public Service Company of Colorado shall respond to the Motion to Compel no later than December 10, 1999.

3. The City and County of Denver shall respond to Public Service Company of Colorado’s Motion for Protective Order no later than December 10, 1999.

4. Response time to all discovery motions shall be five days.

5. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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