Decision No. R99-1149-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97P-376G

in the matter of the gas cost adjustment prudency review of k n energy, inc.’s 1997-1998 gas purchase plan.

DOCKET NO. 97P-377G

IN THE MATTER OF THE GAS COST ADJUSTMENT PRUDENCY REVIEW OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATURAL GAS, A DIVISION OF K N ENERGY, INC.’S 1997-1998 GAS PURCHASE PLAN.

DOCKET NO. 97P-378G

IN THE MATTER OF THE GAS COST ADJUSTMENT PRUDENCY REVIEW OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATURAL GAS COMPANY’S 1997-1998 GAS PURCHASE PLAN.

INTERIM ORDER OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
vacating and resetting hearing

Mailed Date:  October 22, 1999

I. STATEMENT

A. On October 15, 1999, K N Energy, Inc., Rocky Mountain Natural Gas, a Division of K N Energy, Inc., and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas Company (collectively “K N Group” or “Respondents”), filed their Unopposed Motion to Vacate and Reset Hearing and Waiver of Applicable Decision of Times, If Any.  By this motion the K N Group seeks an order of the Commission vacating the hearing currently scheduled for October 19 and 20, 1999.  As grounds for the request Respondents note that Staff filed its testimony on October 8, 1999.  With the filing of that testimony the parties are now engaged in serious efforts to resolve and settle issues.  The parties seek additional time to continue to negotiate and possibly settle all the matters in these proceed-ings.

B. The Commission has a strong policy of encouraging negotiated settlements to contested proceedings.  While this matter has been continued previously, it is also the first gas purchase review conducted under the Commission’s rules.  This has caused the process to move somewhat more slowly than antic-ipated, through no fault of the parties.  Therefore the request to vacate and reset the hearing will be granted.  The hearing is rescheduled below.

C. Respondents have also indicated in their pleading that to the extent there is any time limit on the Commission’s deci-sions either under § 40-6-108(4), C.R.S., or § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., Respondents waive those time limits.

order

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing in this matter scheduled for Octo-ber 19 and 20, 1999 is vacated.  The hearing is reset as fol-lows:

DATE:
November 12, 1999

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. Any applicable time limits under § 40-6-108(4) or § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., have been waived.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
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Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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