Decision No. R99-940-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99K-335T

docket no. 99f-023t

el paso county telephone company,


complainant,

v.

voice networks, inc.,


respondent.

docket No. 99f-221t

voice networks, inc.,


complainant,

v.

u s west communications, inc.,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
william j. fritzel
granting el paso county
telephone company’s motion
to compel, granting voice
networks, inc.’s motion to
dismiss without prejudice
u s west as a respondent
in this proceeding, and
granting in part voice networks,
inc.’s motion for continuance
of the hearing.

Mailed Date:  August 26, 1999

I. statement

A. On July 30, 1999, El Paso County Telephone Company (“El Paso”) filed a Motion to Compel requesting that Voice Networks, Inc. (“Voice Networks”), respond to El Paso’s inter-rogatory no. 17 and request for production no. 14.

B. On August 6, 1999, Voice Networks filed its Response to the Motion to Compel.  Voice Networks states that although the information is not readily available, Voice Networks will produce the information requested by El Paso no later than August 11, 1999.

C. The Motion to Compel will be granted.  It appears from the response of Voice Networks, that Voice Networks will produce the requested information.

D. On August 10, 1999, Voice Networks filed a Motion to Dismiss, Without Prejudice, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), as a respondent in the instant docket, for a continuance of the hearing date currently scheduled for September 1, 2, and 3, 1999, and for a status conference.

E. On August 18, 1999, U S WEST filed a Response to Voice Networks’ Motion to Dismiss.  U S WEST states that it takes no position with respect to Voice Networks’ request to dismiss without prejudice.  The motion of Voice Networks to dismiss without prejudice U S WEST as a respondent in this docket will be granted.

F. On August 13, 1999, El Paso filed a Response objecting to Voice Networks’ Motion for Continuance of the Hearing.  

G. Part of the reason in support of Voice Networks’ Motion to Continue the Hearing is that Voice Networks’ counsel is scheduled for an initial status conference on September 1, 1999 at the offices of the Federal Communications Commission in Washington, D.C.  It is found that Voice Networks has submitted good grounds to support the granting of a continuance in part.  Accordingly, the first day of the scheduled hearing, namely September 1, 1999 will be vacated.  The currently scheduled remaining two days of hearing, namely September 2 and 3, 1999 will be unchanged.

II. order

H. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion of El Paso County Telephone Company to compel Voice Networks, Inc., to respond to El Paso County Telephone Company’s interrogatory no. 17 and request for produc-tion no. 14 is granted.  Voice Networks, Inc., shall, if it has not done so, respond forthwith to the discovery request.

2. The motion of Voice Networks, Inc., to dismiss without prejudice U S WEST Communications, Inc., as a respondent in the instant docket is granted.

3. The motion of Voice Networks, Inc., for a con-tinuance of the hearing date is granted in part.  The first date of hearing currently scheduled for September 1, 1999 is vacated.  The matter will be heard on the remaining scheduled hearing dates of September 2 and 3, 1999.

4. This Order is effective immediately.
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____________________
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Director
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