Decision No. R99-639-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99K-335T 

Docket No. 99F-o23T

el paso county telephone company,


complainant,

v.

voice networks, inc.,


respondent.

Docket No. 99F-221T

VOICE NETWORKS, INC.,


COMPLAINANT,

v.

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.,


RESPONDENT.

INTERIM ORDER OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
GRANTING MOTION TO CONSOLIDATE
PROCEEDINGS AND GRANTING
STIPULATED MOTION FOR
EXTENSION OF TIME TO
FILE CROSS MOTIONS FOR
SUMMARY JUDGMENT

Mailed Date:  July 1, 1999

I. STATEMENT

A. On May 6, 1999, Voice Networks, Inc. (“Voice Net-works”), filed a Motion to Consolidate Docket No. 99F-221T into Docket No. 99F-023T.  Voice Networks states that both dockets involve the issue of whether Voice Networks’ ExpressLine serv-ices are lawful.

B. On May 20, 1999, El Paso County Telephone Company, Complainant in Docket No. 99F-023T, filed a Response stating that it has no objection to the consolidation.  On the same date, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), the Respondent in Docket No. 99F-221T filed a Response stating that it does not oppose consolidation as long as a procedural and hearing sched-ule can be developed which preserves the due process rights of all parties and does not shift any burdens to U S WEST as the Respondent.

C. Pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, Rule 79, the Motions for Consolidation should be granted since the dockets involve issues that are substantially similar and the rights of the parties would not be prejudiced.

D. Docket No. 99F-221T is currently scheduled to be heard on July 9, 1999.  Since this docket is consolidated by this Order, the hearing date of July 9, 1999 will be vacated. A prehearing conference will be scheduled on July 9, 1999.

E. On May 10, 1999, Complainant El Paso Telephone Company and Respondent Voice Networks in Docket No. 99F-023T filed a Stipulated Motion for Extension of Time to File Cross Motions for Summary Judgment in Docket No. 99F-023T.  By Interim Order No. R99-237-I (April 20, 1999), the parties were granted until May 10, 1999 to file cross-motions for summary Judgement.  The parties request that the Commission extend the date for the fil-ing of their Cross Motion for Summary Judgment until after the Commission rules on the Motion to Consolidate described above.  The parties request that if the Commission grants their Motion to Consolidate, that the due date for the parties’ Cross Motions for Summary Judgment be extended.  The motion will be granted. The due date will be established at the prehearing conference.

II. order

F. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion of Voice Networks, Inc., to consoli-date Docket No. 99F-221T into Docket No. 99F-023T is granted.  All future pleadings should contain the three docket numbers found in the caption of this Order.

2. The hearing of docket No 99F-221T scheduled for July 9, 1999 is vacated, and in place thereof, a prehearing conference is scheduled on the same date and time.

3. The Stipulated Motion for Extension of Time to File Cross Motions for Summary Judgment in Docket No. 99F-023T is granted. A new date will be established at the prehearing conference.

4. This Order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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