Decision No. R99-543

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99F-159CP

colorado cabbies corporation, d/b/a c.c.c. taxi,


complainant,

v.

denver taxi, llc, d/b/a yellow cab and/or super shuttle, 1-800-blue van, and metro taxi, inc.,


respondents.

recommended decision of
administrative law judge
arthur g. staliwe
dismissing complaint for
lack of subject
matter jurisdiction

Mailed Date:  May 26, 1999

I. statement

A. By complaint filed April 5, 1999, Derakhshani Mahmoud as agent on behalf of the Colorado Cabbies Corporation alleges certain problems between respondents and their various drivers resulting from the contracts of employment or engagement between the drivers and the companies.  In part, complainant alleges improprieties in the reading of the employment or engagement contracts, failure to put signatures to the contracts, provision of copies of the employment contracts, lease amounts, etc.  

B. All of the matters complained of in the April 5, 1999 complaint relate to employment matters between respondents and either their employees or independent contractors.  As such, these matters lie outside the ambit of this agency’s jurisdic-tion, possibly falling within the ambit of the Colorado Depart-ment of Labor, if at all.  It would be intellectually dishonest to prolong this matter when this agency does not have the power to adjudicate the claims made here. Simply put, this agency does not govern the employer-employee relationships between the respondents and their drivers as complained of here.  Again, complainant is referred to the Colorado Department of Labor and/or counsel of its choosing or a fuller evaluation of its rights and obligations in this matter.

II. order

C. The Commission Orders That:

1. The complaint of the Colorado Cabbies Corpora-tion, doing business as C.C.C. Taxi, is dismissed for lack of jurisdiction over the subject matter.  The motion to dismiss filed by Denver Taxi, LLC on April 30, 1999 is granted.  The acts complained of do not fall within the ambit of this agency’s subject matter jurisdiction.

2. The hearing in this matter currently scheduled for June 1, 1999 is vacated.

3. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

4. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

5.
If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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____________________
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Director
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