Decision No. R99-504-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99F-023T

el paso county telephone company,


complainant,

v.

voice networks, inc.,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
william j. fritzel

Mailed Date:  May 20, 1999

I. statement

A. On April 26, 1999, El Paso County Telephone Company (“Complainant”) filed a Motion for Entry of a Protective Order, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-16-3.  Complainant states that although the parties have agreed to comply with the provisions of the Protective Order found in 4 CCR 723-16-3, Voice Networks, Inc. (“Respondent”), maintains that the Protec-tive Order should also prohibit disclosure of confidential information to in-house counsel.

B. On April 29, 1999, Respondent filed a Response to the Motion.  Respondent requests that the Commission enter a Protec-tive order that would allow disclosure of Respondent’s confiden-tial information to Complainant’s outside attorneys, in-house attorneys, and expert witnesses, only for the purposes of this proceeding, providing that no counsel or expert may be an offi-cer, director, or employee concerned with marketing or strategic planning of products or services directly competing with the products and services offered by Respondent.”

C. The Motion for Protective Order will be granted with the modification requested by Respondent.

II. order

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Protective Order filed by El Paso County Telephone Company is granted.

2. This docket will be governed by the provisions of the Protective Order contained in 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-16-3 with the following modification to 4CCR 723-16-3.7:

disclosure of confidential information shall be authorized to the parties’ outside attorneys, in-house attorneys, and expert witnesses, solely for the pur-poses of this proceeding:  provided, however, that no counsel or expert may be an officer, director, or employee concerned with marketing or strategic plan-ning of products or services which directly compete with the products and services offered by the produc-ing party.

3. This Order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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