Decision No. R99-410-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-029G

in the matter of the application of public service company of colorado for a certificate of public convenience and necessity to provide natural gas service in a designated area within the northern front range.

interim order of
administrative law judge
william j. fritzel

Mailed Date:  April 23, 1999

I. statement

A. A prehearing conference was held on April 6, 1999.  Appearances were entered by counsel on behalf of Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”); Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”); K N Energy, Inc. (“K N”); Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (“CNG”); Eastern Colorado Utility Company (“ECU”); Greeley Gas Company, a Division of Atmos Energy Corporation (“Greeley Gas”); and Peoples Natural Gas Company, a Division of UtiliCorp United Inc. (“Peoples”).

B. Petitions for Intervention filed by Peoples, K N, Greeley Gas, CNG, ECU and COGA were orally granted.

C. An unopposed motion filed by Public Service on March 26, 1999 to vacate the hearing currently scheduled for April 30, 1999 was orally granted.  The parties were requested to coordinate hearing dates and procedural schedule.

D. On April 20, 1999, Public Service filed a letter with the Commission advising that the parties have agreed to new hearing dates and a procedural schedule.  The proposed hearing dates and procedural schedule will be adopted in the following Order.

II. order

E. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Vacate Hearing Date is granted.  The hearing currently scheduled for April 30, 1999 is vacated.

2. The Petitions to Intervene filed by Peoples Natural Gas Company, a Division of UtiliCorp United, Inc., K N Energy, Inc., Greeley Gas Company, a Division of Atmos Energy Corporation, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc., Eastern Colorado Utility Company and COGA are granted. 

3. The hearing is rescheduled as follows:

DATES:
August 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27, 1999

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

4. Intervenors and Staff shall file their answer testimony on or before July 15, 1999.

5. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file its rebuttal testimony and Intervenors and Staff shall file their cross-answer testimony on or before August 6, 1999.

6. Discovery in this docket shall be governed by the following provision agreed to by the parties:  

No party shall be permitted to serve discovery on Public Service Company of Colorado from July 23, 1999 through August 6, 1999.  Response time for discovery served prior to July 23, 1999 is ten calendar days.  The opportunity for parties to conduct discovery will resume after August 6, 1999, with response time shortened to seven calendar days.  The final day for service of discovery is August 13, 1999, after which no further discovery may be conducted by any party of any other party.  Discovery requests served on August 13, 1999 must be served on the answer-ing party by noon of that day, and all responses to such dis-covery must be served by hand delivery to the requesting party by the close of business on August 20, 1999.

7. This Order is effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



WILLIAM J. FRITZEL
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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