Decision No. R99-332

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98C-591T

in the matter of the investigation and provision of local exchange telecommunications services by ameritel corporation and sterling international funding, Inc., d/b/a reconex.

DOCKET NO. 98C-592T

in the matter of the investigation of the PROVISION of local exchange telecommunications services in colorado by u.s. telco, inc., and ameritel corporation and sterling international funding, inc., d/b/a reconex.

recommended decision of
administrative law judge
arthur g. staliwe

Mailed Date:  March 31, 1999

I. statement

A. At the time of hearing on March 24, 1999, counsel for staff of the Commission submitted a stipulation and agreement between the staff and Sterling International Funding, Inc., doing business as Reconex, Ameritel Corporation, and U.S. Telco, Inc., the respondents.  As pertinent here, the stipulation (see attached Appendix A) provides that all entities will cease doing business in Colorado, and not resume any operations unless and until they have first obtained the requisite certificates of public convenience and necessity and file appropriate tariffs, all as required by Colorado state law.

B. One issue that arose at hearing was the question of whether or not U.S. Telco, Inc., actually had its certificate canceled by a prior Commission order, since the Commission order was written in the subjunctive voice.  Accordingly, in order to avoid any ambiguities, an order canceling U.S. Telco, Inc.’s certificate will be entered in this docket to complete the action begun previously.

II. order

C. The Commission Orders That:

1. The certificates of public convenience and neces-sity issued to U.S Telco, Inc., and Sterling International Funding, Inc., doing business as Reconex, are hereby canceled.

2. U.S. Telco, Inc., Ameritel Corporation, and Sterling International Funding, Inc., doing business as Reconex are hereby ordered to cease accepting payments from customers within five days after the effective date of this order, and all respondents are hereby ordered to cease providing local exchange telecommunications services in Colorado within 35 days of the effective date of this order.

3. All respondents are ordered to cease and desist providing local exchange telecommunications services in Colorado unless and until they first obtain certificates of public con-venience and necessity and file the appropriate tariffs, all as more fully set forth in statute and rule.

4. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

5. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

6.
If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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