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THE
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE
STATE OF COLORADO

RULES, REGULATIONS, AND CIVIL PENALTIES
GOVERNING COMMON CARRIERS OF PASSENGERS
BY MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE

4 CODE OF COLORADO REGULATIONS (CCR) 723-31

BASIS, PURPOSE, AND STATUTORY AUTHORITY


The basis and purpose of these rules is to regulate common carriers of passengers by motor vehicle for hire subject to article 10, title 40, C.R.S.  Specifically, these rules give guidance to common carriers with respect to transfers, extensions and revocations of, and applications for certificates of public convenience and necessity.  The rules also establish requirements with respect to vehicle identification, vehicle condition, leasing, insurance, and time schedules.  Moreover, the rules set forth the operating characteristics of taxi service, including record keeping, service standards, and maximum flat rates to and from Denver International Airport.  Finally, the rules contain civil penalty provisions applicable to common carries of passengers by motor vehicles for hire.


The statutory authority for these rules is found at §§ 40-2-108, 40-2-110.5, 40-5-105, 40-7-112 through 116, 40-10-105, 40-10-16, and 40-10-110, C.R.S.

RULE (4 CCR) 723-31-10.  LEASING OF VEHICLES.


723-31-10.2
No party may cancel the lease without giving the other party written notice.  For leases executed for a period of more than ten days, either the carrier or the vehicle’s registered owner must provide the Commission with written notice, within three working days, of the date the lease was or is to be canceled.


723-31-10.5
All leases shall identify the common carrier (lessee) and the registered owner of the motor vehicle (lessor), shall specify the period of time for which they are to be in effect, and shall specify the consideration to be paid by the lessee.

RULE (4 CCR) 723-31-15.  ADEQUATE SERVICE.
Every common carrier shall furnish, provide, and maintain such motor vehicles and services to its passengers as shall promote the safety, health, comfort, and convenience of its patrons and the public, and as shall in all respects be adequate, efficient, just, and reasonable.

RULE (4 CCR) 723-31-22.  NOTICES.


723-31-22.4
The cab number assigned to each vehicle and the name of the driver shall be prominently displayed and easily readable at all times by all passengers in the interior of each vehicle.  The driver’s herdic license may be used to meet this rule’s requirement to display the driver’s name.
RULE (4 CCR) 723-31-24.  RECORD KEEPING.


723-31-24.2.3
Date and time reported for duty, date and time relieved from duty, and total number of hours on duty.
RULE (4 CCR) 723-31-25.  TAXICAB COMPANIES IN COUNTIES WITH POPULATIONS OF SIXTY THOUSAND OR MORE.


723-31-25.5
Age of Vehicles.  Taxicab vehicles shall be no older than six model years as of July 1st of each year.  For the purposes of this rule, model years shall be counted from the present calendar year and shall include the present calendar year and the five previous calendar years.  


Vehicles equipped with ramps, lifts or other devices to facilitate the loading, unloading, and transportation of individuals with disabilities are exempt from the provisions of this Rule 723-31-25.5. 


Vehicles that are older than six model years but not more than ten model years, may be exempted from this rule.  To qualify for the exemption, the vehicle, at the time of its periodic inspection, must be in outstanding physical condition in the opinion of the Commission’s safety inspector.  The Commission’s safety inspectors shall use the following general guidelines in determining if a vehicle is in outstanding physical condition:

 
723-31-25.5.1
The body of the vehicle has a good, unfaded paint job, and is devoid of dents, rust, missing or broken chrome, and broken or cracked lenses or glass; and

 

723-31-25.5.2
The interior of the vehicle is clean, except for problems caused by current weather conditions, free of offensive odors, and has no tears, cracks, or major stains upon the upholstery, headliner, and carpeting; and



723-31-25.5.3
Is in sound mechanical condition with no safety defects.

RULE (4 CCR) 723-31-26.  FLAT RATES TO AND FROM DENVER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT.

723-31-26.1
Application of Rule.  This Rule 723-31-26 applies to any taxicab company whose certificate of public convenience and necessity includes any portion of the zones described in Rule 732-31-26.8.  This Rule shall not apply to that part of a taxicab company that is operating a superior form of taxicab service by virtue of the vehicle utilized by that company and which service has been recognized as a superior service by the Commission by granting to that company a tariff higher for that service than the company’s normal taxicab tariff.  In the case of an application for a new certificate of public convenience and necessity by a presently non-existent taxicab company to provide such superior service with high-cost vehicles of the nature described herein, that applicant shall be given to the right to apply for an exemption from the application of these rules to that part of applicant’s taxicab operation utilizing that type of equipment.
723-31-26.2
Definitions.



723-31-26.2.1
Flat Rate:  A flat rate is a fixed maximum charge for the use of a taxicab, regardless of the number of passengers being transported or whether the passengers are traveling together, between Denver International Airport (“DIA”) and one of the zones described in these rules.



723-31-26.2.2
Fare:  The fare is the maximum taxicab company tariff meter rate in effect from time to time meter rate effective on December 31, 1998 applied to the distance between DIA and a centrally located point in each of the zones described in Rule 723-31-26.5. 


723-31-26.3
Requirements of Service.  A flat rate service shall be the only authorized taxicab service between the zones described in this rule and DIA.  The driver shall inform passengers of the total charge prior to commencing the trip.
723-31-26.4
Tariff Rates.
723-31-26.4.1 The flat rate for service between
DIA and each zone named in this rule shall be the maximum rate for each taxicab company subject to this rule.  The flat rate shall not involve the use of a meter, and passengers shall not be charged waiting time/traffic delay.  Any airport fees or charges shall be included in the flat rate.  The flat The maximum flat rate applicable to each zone shall be calculated in conformance with the methodology prescribed in Rule 723-31-26.5.prescribed by the Commission.  

723-31-26.4.2
The flat rate from DIA may be increased by a maximum of $5.00 for each additional drop within a zone.


723-31-26.4.3
Within ten days of the effective date of this rule, each taxicab company subject to this rule shall file tariffs to be effective on one day’s notice which set forth maximum the initial flat rates between the zones established by this rule between the zones and DIA.  If a drop charge is to be assessed, it must be reflected in the tariff.


723-31-26.4.4
Subsequent to the effective date of this rule, within 10 days of Commission approval of an increase or decrease in the maximum tariff meter rates in effect among all of the taxicab companies subject to the rule, each taxicab company subject to this rule shall file recalculated proposed tariffs, to be effective 40 days from the date of approval of the meter rate change, which set forth the flat rates between DIA and the zones described in this rule.

723-31-26.5.
Methodology of Calculation of Flat Rates.



723-31-26.5.1
The flat rates shall be calculated for each zone using the following methodology.  The highest meter rate in effect among the taxicab companies subject to this rule shall be multiplied by the distance between DIA and a centrally located point in each zone.  The resulting total shall be increased by 6% and then rounded to the nearest dollar to determine the flat rates from Zones A, B, and C to DIA.  The respective flat rates from DIA to Zones A, B, and C shall be the same, but the airport gate fee shall be added to arrive at the fare.  The distances between DIA and the zones shall be measured by the Commission along the following routes:


Zone A:  Beginning at the taxi loading zone on the west side of level 5 at DIA, then existing DIA by proceeding west on Pena Boulevard to its intersection with Interstate 70, then west on Interstate 70 to its intersection with Brighton Boulevard, then southwest on Brighton Boulevard to its intersection with Broadway, then south on Broadway to its intersection with Tremont Street, then right on Tremont Street to the Brown Palace Hotel for a total distance of 24.2 miles.

 
Zone B:  Beginning at the taxi loading zone on the west side of level 5 at DIA, then exiting DIA by proceeding west on Pena Boulevard to its intersection with Interstate 70, then west on Interstate 70 to its intersection with Interstate 225, then south on Interstate 225 to its intersection with Yosemite Street, then south on Yosemite Street to its Intersection with orchard Road for a total distance of 26.3 miles.

 
Zone C:  Beginning at the taxi loading zone on the west side of level 5 at DIA, then exiting DIA by proceeding west on Pena Boulevard to its intersection with Interstate 70, then west on Interstate 70 to its intersection with Interstate 270, then north on Interstate 270 to its intersection with Interstate 76, then west on Interstate 76 to its intersection with Interstate 25, then north on Interstate 25 to its intersection with U.S. Highway 36, then north on U.S. 36 to its intersection with Arapahoe Road in Boulder for a total distance of 44 miles.
The individual taxicab company’s fare to each zone named in this rule shall be determined by measuring the distance between DIA and a centrally located point in each zone.  The resulting individual taxicab company’s fare to each zone are then averaged and rounded to the nearest dollar to determine the flat rate.  The distances shall be measured as follows: 



Zone A:  beginning at the taxi loading zone on the west side of level 5 at DIA, then exiting DIA by proceeding west on Pena Boulevard to its intersection with Interstate 70, then west on Interstate 70 to its intersection with Interstate 25, then south on Interstate 25 to its intersection with the 20th Street exit, then east on 20th Street to its intersection with Arapahoe Street, then south on Arapahoe Street to 16th Street.



Zone B:  beginning at the taxi loading zone on the west side of level 5 at DIA, then exiting DIA by proceeding west on Pena Boulevard to its intersection with Interstate 70, then west on Interstate 70 to its intersection with Interstate 225, then south on Interstate 225 to its intersection with Yosemite Street, then south on Yosemite Street to its intersection with Orchard Road.



Zone C:  beginning at the taxi loading zone on the west side of level 5 at DIA, then exiting DIA by proceeding west on Pena Boulevard to its intersection with Interstate 70, then west on Interstate 70 to its intersection with Interstate 270, then north on Interstate 270 to its intersection with Interstate 76, then west on Interstate 76 to its Intersection with Interstate 25, then north on Interstate 25 to its intersection with U. S. Highway 36, then north on U.S. 36 to its intersection with Arapahoe Road in Boulder.
723-31-26.6.
Prescription of Initial Flat Rates.


723-31-26.6.1
Zone A.  The initial maximum flat rate from DIA to Zone A shall be $45.40 $43.50 ($43.00 $41.00 (meter) plus $2.50 (airport gate fee)), plus an additional per drop charge of $5.00, if applicable.  The initial maximum flat rate from Zone A to DIA shall be $43.00. $41.00.


723-31-26.6.2
Zone B. The initial maximum flat rate from DIA to Zone B shall be $47.50 $44.50 ($45.00 $42.00 (meter) plus $2.50 (airport gate fee)), plus an additional per drop charge of $5.00, if applicable.  The initial maximum flat rate from Zone B to DIA shall be $45,00.$42.00.


723-31-26.6.3
Zone C.  The initial maximum flat rate from DIA to Zone C shall be $72.50 ($70.00 (meter) plus $2.50 (airport gate fee)), plus an additional per drop charge of $5.00, if applicable.  The initial maximum flat rate from Zone C to DIA shall be $70.00.

723-31-26.7.
Display Map.  Each taxicab serving DIA and the zones shall display a map visible to passengers showing the zones and the applicable flat rate.

723-31-26.8
Description of Zones.



Zone A (Downtown Denver):  Beginning at the intersection of Clarkson Street and Park Avenue West, then northwest on Park Avenue West to Interstate 25, then south on Interstate 25 to 13th Avenue, then east on 13th Avenue to Clarkson Street, then north on Clarkson Street to the point of beginning.



Zone B (Denver Technological Center):  Beginning at the intersection of Dayton Street and Arapahoe Road,  then north on Dayton Street to Belleview Avenue, then west on Belleview Avenue to Yosemite Street, then north on Yosemite Street to Quincy Avenue, then west on Quincy Avenue to Monaco Street, then south on Monaco Street to Belleview Avenue, then east on Belleview Avenue to Quebec Street, then south on Quebec Street to Arapahoe Road, then east on Arapahoe Road to the point of beginning.



Zone C (Boulder):  The area within the city limits of the City of Boulder, Colorado, including future annexations thereto.

[OPTIONAL RULE.]
723-31-26.9
Civil Penalties.  A violation of Rule 723‑31-26.4.1 may result in the assessment of a penalty of up to $400.00.

RULE (4 CCR) 723-31-40.  VIOLATIONS, CIVIL PENALTY ASSESSMENTS.

723-31-40.4
Violations of Statutes and Rules.


723-31-40.4.1
A violation of §§ 40-10-104, 40-10-106, or 40-10-117, C.R.S., may result in the assessment of a penalty of up to $400.00.


723-31-40.4.2
A violation of any other provisions of Title 40, C.R.S., except as provided for in paragraphs (3) and (4) of § 40-7-113, C.R.S., or Rule 723-31-40.4.1, may result in the assessment of a penalty of up to $200.00. 


723-31-40.4.3
A violation of Rule No. 25(f) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, may result in the assessment of a penalty of up to $200.00. 


723-31-40.4.4
 A violation of COPUC Rules 723-31-3.1 or 723-31-3.7; 723-31-5.1 or 723-31-5.2; 723-31-7.1; 723-31-12.1, 723-31-12.3, or 723-31-12.4; 723-31-13.1; or 723-31-26.4.1, of these rules, may result in the assessment of a penalty of up to $400.00. 


723-31-40.4.5
A violation of COPUC Rules 723-31-10.2; 723-31-13.2; 723-31-14; 723-31-23.3 or 723-31-23.4; 723-31-25.2, 723-31-25.3, 723-31-25.4, 723-31-25.5, or 723-31-25.7; or 723‑31‑26.3, of these rules, may result in the assessment of a penalty of up to $200.00.


723-31-40.4.6
A violation of COPUC Rules 723-31-23.2, 723-31-24.1, or 723-31-24.3 may result in the assessment of a penalty of up to $150.00. 


723-31-40.4.7
Any violation of any other rule in COPUC Rules 723-31-21 through 723-31-26 of these rules, may result in the assessment of a penalty of up to $75.00. 


723-31-40.4.8
Any violation of any other rule of these rules, except as provided for in COPUC Rules 723-31-40.4.4 through 723-31-40.4.7 of this rule, may result in the assessment of a penalty of up to $100.00.

723-31-40.5.
Driver and Owner Violations.


723-31-40.5.1
Any owner or other person employing a driver or independent contractor within the meaning of Article 11.5 of Title 40, C.R.S., who operates a motor vehicle in violation of these rules as set forth in Rules 723-31-40.4.1 through 723-31-40.4.8 shall be assessed a civil penalty in the amount stated in such rules if such owner or person knows or had reason to know that the driver (1) was engaged in such violation or (2) directs the driver to operate the motor vehicle in violation of such rules.
723-31-40.5.2
Any civil penalty provided for in Rule 723-31-40.5.1 of these rules shall be in addition to and not in lieu of any civil penalty against the actual driver, and any such penalty may be assessed upon the initial violation by such owner or other person.

723-31-40.6
Repeat Violations of Statutes or Rules.



723-31-40.6.1
Any person who receives a second civil penalty assessment for a repeat violation of the statutes or rules listed in this rule within one year after the first violation, may be assessed two times the amount specified for such second violation.



723-31-40.6.2
Any person who receives more than two civil penalty assessments for a repeat violation of the statutes or rules listed in this rule within one year may be assessed three times the amount specified for each such subsequent violation.
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