Decision No. R99-307-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99F-065T

k&c r.v., Inc.,


complainant,

v.

u s west communications, inc.,


respondent.

interim order of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
modifying procedural schedule
and granting motion to
accept late-filed answer

Mailed Date:  March 23, 1999

I. statement

A. On March 19, 1999, Respondent U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), filed its Unopposed Motion to Accept Late-Filed Answer and to Suspend Procedural Dates Pending Mediation.  By this motion U S WEST seeks an order of the Commission authorizing it to late file its Answer, which had been due March 10, 1999.  As grounds for the motion U S WEST states that certain settlement negotiations had taken place and it was informed that Complainant K&C R.V., Inc., intended to withdraw the formal complaint.  However, upon recent inquiry it learned that the Complainant would not be withdrawing the formal com-plaint.  U S WEST represents that Complainant has no objection to U S WEST filing an answer on or before March 26, 1999.  Given the Commission’s policy of encouraging settlements and the unop-posed nature of the Motion, the Motion to Accept Late-Filed Answer should be granted.

B. U S WEST further states that it has recently learned that both parties are interested in pursuing mediation to resolve the dispute.  It states that it has been authorized by the Complainant to jointly request that the Commission vacate the hearing currently scheduled for April 8, 1999 and suspend all procedural deadlines pending the outcome of mediation.

C. The Commission encourages negotiated settlements to contested proceedings.  Therefore the motion will be granted and the hearing scheduled for April 8, 1999 will be vacated.  The parties will be ordered to file a status report no later than May 1, 1999.

II. order

D. It Is Ordered That:

1. U S WEST Communications, Inc., is authorized to file its Answer in this proceeding no later than March 26, 1999.

2. The hearing in this matter scheduled for April 8, 1999 is vacated.  All procedural deadlines are vacated.

3. Both parties shall file a status report no later than May 1, 1999.

4. This Order shall be effective immediately.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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