Decision No. R99-281

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99S-051T

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by u s west communications, inc., with advice letter no. 2749 and its amendments.

recommended decision of
administrative law judge
arthur g. staliwe

Mailed Date:  March 19, 1999

Appearances:

Richard L. Corbetta, Esq., on behalf of U S WEST Communications, Inc., Inc.

I. Statement of the case

A. By Advice Letter No. 2749 filed January 19, 1999, and three amendments filed up to and including February 3, 1999, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), proposes to change certain telephone exchange boundaries currently located in Denver and move them to an adjacent Aurora exchange.  This is in order to facilitate the provision of improved telephone service to the former Lowry Air Force Base which is under redevelopment.  On February 10, 1999, the Commission suspended the effective date of the tariff sheets and ordered the matter set for hearing on March 9, 1999.  Further, the Commission ordered that all those who desired to protest, object, or intervene do so in writing within ten days of the February 10, 1999 mailing date.  The file in this matter reflects no written interventions by any of the 182 affected telephone subscribers, although it should be noted that two subscribers wrote letters prior to February 10, 1999 objecting to any change in telephone numbers.

B. With the concurrence of U S WEST, the hearing in this matter scheduled for March 9, 1999 was continued to March 17, 1999 in the afternoon.  At that time U S WEST appeared, as did a member of the Lowry Redevelopment Center supporting the proposed changes.  Pursuant to the provisions of § 40-6-109, C.R.S., Administrative Law Judge Staliwe now transmits to the Commission the record and exhibits of said hearing, together with a written recommended decision containing findings of fact, conclusions, and order.

II. findings of fact

C. Based upon all the evidence of record, the following is found as fact:

1. As testified to by Matt Kruzick, U S WEST’s Director of Regulatory Affairs, U S WEST is in the process of replacing the 60-year old telephone plant located on the old Lowry Air Force Base, which is being redeveloped as a residen-tial area.  Pertinently, it is U S WEST’s plan to replace all old copper wire with fiber optic cable and related equipment to permit high speed internet and video access. In order to achieve this, U S WEST proposes to provide service from an Aurora wire center that has the capability to accommodate the additional capacity afforded by the fiber optic cable.  As a result, 182 existing customers may have telephone number changes reflecting the actual wire center they are served from. U S WEST plans to provide the changes at no cost to the customer with free 90-day automatic intercept and information regarding the new telephone listings up to inclusion in the new November 1999 directory.  Appearing in support of U S WEST’s proposal was Mr. Jeffrey Sanders, an official of the Lowry Redevelopment Center.  

2. No one appeared in opposition to the plan on either March 9, 1999 or March 17, 1999.

III. order

D. The Commission Orders That:

1. The tariff sheets filed by U S WEST Communica-tions, Inc., with Advice Letter No. 2749 and its three amend-ments are hereby approved.

2. U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall file effec-tive upon one day’s notice new tariff sheets citing this decision as authority.

3. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

4. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

5.
If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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