Decision No. R99-197-I

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97I-434T

re:  the investigation of tariff sheets filed by us west communications, inc. with advice letter 2671.

interim order of
administrative law judge
arthur g. staliwe
establishing hearing date

Mailed Date:  February 22, 1999

I. statement

A.
By request of the parties filed November 7, 1997, this docket has been held in abeyance pending resolution of the national directory service question before the Federal Communica-tions Commission.  By phone message received from counsel for staff, counsel now indicates that he is not aware of any Federal Communications Commission decision, and none appears forthcoming in the foreseeable future.  Accordingly, counsel for staff requests that this matter be set for hearing.

At the outset of this investigation this office requested jurisdictional briefs from all parties, including U S WEST.  U S WEST filed a response indicating that in its opinion the service being provided by the National Directory Assistance list-ings constitutes either a new product or service pursuant to § 40-15-401(e), C.R.S., or an optional operator service pursuant to § 40-15-401(j), C.R.S., both of which services are deregu-lated.  Obviously this raises a fundamental question:  if U S WEST believes these are deregulated services, why did it file the service in its tariff of regulated services? By law this Commission is required to determine the justness and reasonable-ness of the charges for regulated services, i.e., those found in the tariff.  In hope of obtaining answers to these questions the following hearing date is scheduled:

DATE:
April 1, 1999

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ARTHUR G. STALIWE
________________________________
Administrative Law Judge
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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