Decision No. R99-78

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98S-613T

re:  the investigation and suspension of tariff sheets filed by U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. WITH ADVICE NO. 2740.

recommended decision of
administrative law judge
ken f. kirkpatrick
ORDERING NEW TARIFFS

Mailed Date:  February 11, 1999

Appearances:

Melissa O’Leary, Esq., Denver, Colorado for 
U S West Communications, Inc.

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This proceeding was instituted by the issuance of Commission Decision No. C98-1304, December 30, 1998.  By that decision the Commission set tariffs filed by U S West Communications, Inc., (“U S WEST”) under Advice Letter No. 2740 for hearing and suspended the effective date of the tariffs so filed for 120 days until May 1, 1999, or until further order of the Commission.

2. The reason for the Advice Letter was to file revised exchange area maps for two exchange areas.  Advice Letter No. 62 seeks to remove the southwest corner of the southwest corner of Section 15, Township 4 South, Range 66 West from the Aurora exchange area to the Sullivan exchange area.  It also seeks to correct certain typographical errors to the Denver Metro Exchange Aurora Zone map.

B. Findings and Conclusions

3. The territory which is proposed to be moved from the Aurora exchange to the Sullivan exchange is currently undeveloped and contains no customers of U S West.  However, U S West has been contacted by a developer seeking to develop a shopping strip mall in the area.  The closest U S West facilities to serve this area in Aurora are 5,000 feet away.  To serve this area from Aurora would cost approximately $25,000 in new underground cable and conduit.  However, the area is only 200 feet from an existing facility in the Sullivan exchange, which would cost approximately $1,000 to hook up.

4. The proposed exchange area boundary change will promote the public interest and welfare by allowing for service to be rendered in a more economic and efficient matter.  The proposed change will not adversely impact the public switched network of U S West nor adversely impact U S West’s financial integrity.  Therefore the exchange area rearrangement should be permitted as proposed by U S West.

5. As part of this filing U S West also filed corrected maps in the Denver Metro Exchange Aurora Zone.  The purpose of this filing was to correct a typographical error concerning sections 21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 28, and 34, Township 2 South, range 66 West.  These sections had been previously identified as zone 3, but in fact they should have been identified as zone increment 2.  U S West has confirmed that the five existing customers accounts in these sections have not been incorrectly charged as a result of the error on the map.

6. Since this simply corrects typographical error and no customer charges are impacted the changes should be permitted.

7. In accordance with § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

8. The tariff sheets filed by U S WEST under Advice Letter No. 2740 are permanently suspended and cancelled.  U S West Communications, Inc., shall file new tariff sheets under a new advice letter, citing this decision as authority, within seven days of the effective date of this order, to be effective on one day’s notice, which effect the changes sought by U S West under Advice Letter No. 2740.

9. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

10. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

4.
If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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