Decision No. C99-1397

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99L-612CP

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION of CASINO TRANSPORTATION, iNC. FOR AUTHORITY TO PUBLISH 3RD REVISED PAGE NO. 5 TO passenger time schedule no. 9 TO BECOME EFFECTIVE ON LESS-THAN-STATUTORY NOTICE.
COMMISSION ORDER GRANTING TIME SCHEDULE CHANGES ON LESS-THAN-STATUTORY NOTICE
Mailed Date:  December 29, 1999 

Adopted Date:  December 29, 1999 

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A.
Statement

1.
On December 22, 1999, Casino Transportation, Inc. ("CTI"), filed an application for an order of the Commission authorizing the publication of 3rd Revised Page No. 5 to Passenger Time Schedule No. 9, to become effective on less-than-statutory notice.  CTI provides scheduled service between points in the southeastern portion of the Denver metro area and Black Hawk and Central City, under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 52393.

2.
Third Revised Page No. 5 to Time Schedule No. 9 cancels the scheduled service between the Westgate Center at 3255 S. Wadsworth Boulevard and casinos in Black Hawk.

3.
In support of this application, CTI states that the Lodge Casino in Black Hawk had, until mid 1999, subsidized a portion of each round-trip fare between the Westgate Center and Black Hawk.  CTI continued to provide the round-trip service between the Westgate Center and Black Hawk without any casino subsidy.  Ridership on the seven daily departures from the Westgate Center has declined from a high of over one hundred passengers a day in 1998 to a low of five passengers per day in early December 1999.  CTI estimates it is losing approximately $15,000 a month on the scheduled service between the Westgate Center and Black Hawk.  The continued losses are draining CTI resources needed to support its other scheduled service.  CTI states it cannot continue to provide this service without a casino subsidy.  To avoid continuing at a loss for another 30-day period, CTI requests that the proposed time schedule changes for the elimination of service from the Westgate Center be approved to become effective on less-than-statutory notice.

4.
Analysis of this application has determined that the revision of the time schedule is acceptable under the authority granted to CTI.  Granting the proposed time schedule changes on less-than-statutory notice will allow CTI to eliminate the financial losses incurred in providing scheduled service between the Westgate Center and Black Hawk.

5.
Rule 31(f)(1) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, allows an order authorizing carriers to change tariffs or time schedules on less-than-statutory notice for good cause shown.
6.
The Commission finds that good cause has been shown for the approval of the proposed changes in Time Schedule No. 9, and that the application should be granted.

II. ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:
1.
The application by Casino Transportation, Inc. to publish 3rd Revised Page No. 5 to Time Schedule No. 9, on less-than-statutory notice, is granted.

2.
Third Revised Page No. 5 to Time Schedule No. 9, as set forth in the attached Appendix, shall be published on not less than one day notice to the Commission and the general public.

B. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

C.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING December 29, 1999.
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