Decision No. C99-1354

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99L-587CP

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF DENVER TAXI, LLC DOING BUSINESS AS yELLOW cAB, FOR AUTHORITY TO PUBLISH ORIGINAL PAGE NO. 22 TO PASSENGER TARIFF, COLORADO PUC NO. 2, TO BECOME EFFECTIVE ON LESS-THAN-STATUTORY NOTICE ON DECEMBER 19, 1999.

COMMISSION ORDER DENyIng application

Mailed Date: December 13, 1999

Adopted Date: December 10, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement:

1. On December 2, 1999, Denver Taxi, LLC, doing business as Yellow Cab ("Yellow"), filed Original Page No. 22, to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 2, to become effective December 19, 1999.  Yellow provides taxi service in the Denver metropolitan area under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) PUC 2378 & I.

2. In Original Page No. 22, to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 2, Yellow proposes to offer a flat rate of $30 per trip for service between Denver International Airport (“DIA”) and a specific named area in the Denver metropolitan area.  The $30 flat rate is to be offered from December 19, 1999, to January 2, 2000.  Yellow states the $30 flat rate is a reduction from their existing meter rate between DIA and points in the named area.

3. The Commission established flat rates for taxi service between DIA and downtown Denver and between DIA and the Denver Tech Center by Decision No. C99-557, adopted May 26, 1999, in Docket No. 98R-610CP.  The flat rate of $43 between DIA and points in downtown Denver, and the  flat rate of $45 between DIA and points in the Denver Tech Center are named in 4 CCR 723-31-26.6.1 and 4 CCR 723-31-26.6.2.  All points in these two zones are included in the proposed $30 flat rate area.

4. In support of the proposed flat rate, Yellow states that demand for taxi service between points in the metro area and DIA, especially from business travelers, significantly decreases during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday periods.  Therefore, Yellow believes the reduced flat rate fare will increase the demand for taxi service during the holiday period and also reduce vehicle congestion and parking problems at DIA.  Yellow states it has the capacity to meet the anticipated increase in demand for taxi service.

5. In support of the request for less-than-statutory notice, Yellow states that it was able to develop this proposal just three days before making the tariff filing.

6. The Commission has several areas of concern with this tariff filing by Yellow.  First, the rates for taxi service to points in downtown Denver and the Denver Tech Center have been set by rule in 4CCR 723-31-26.  The Commission’s intent in this rulemaking was to ensure that all the metro cab companies charged a uniform single fare between DIA and the two areas.  A uniform rate structure was requested by the industry.  This proposal runs counter to that intent.  The approval of the proposed rates would require a Commission waiver of this rule.  Second, there has been no notice to the public, other taxi carriers or to DIA.  Therefore, passengers taking taxis to or from DIA could be greatly confused by Yellow charging rates that are significantly lower that the other three Denver cab companies.  Third, if Yellow was aware that the demand for service to and DIA significantly decreases during the holiday season, this filing could have been made on the standard 30 days’ notice to the Commission and the public.

7. Therefore, due to the areas of concern named in paragraph 6, the Commission finds that Yellow has not provided sufficient justification for the approval on less-than-statutory notice of the proposed tariff changes in Taxi Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 2, and the application should be denied.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

8. The application by Denver Taxi, LLC doing business as Yellow Cab Denver to publish Original Page No. 22 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 2, is denied.

9. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSION WEEKLY MEETING December 10, 1999.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
APPLICANT:

Denver Taxi, LLC doing business as Yellow Cab

7500 E. 41st Avenue

Denver, CO  80216

APPLICANT’S ATTORNEY
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DUFFORD & Brown, P.C.

1700 Broadway, Suite 1700

Denver, CO 80290-1701
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