Decision No. C99-1305

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-549E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING ITS 1999 INTEGRATED RESOURCE PLAN.
Order Granting (1) Interventions and (2) Variances to Rules 4.1 and 4.1.1 of the Electric Integrated Resource Planning Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-21
Mailed Date:   November 29, 1999

Adopted Date:  November 29, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings and Conclusions
1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the motion for variances to shorten the integrated resource planning process filed by Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") on November 16, 1999.  By Decision No. C99-1196, effective November 19, 1999, the Commission established an intervention period that expires on December 20, 1999, but shortened response time to portions Public Service's motion due to the nature of the requested relief.  The Commission established November 24, 1999, as the deadline for filing responses to paragraphs 4 and 5 of the motion.  These paragraphs request variances to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations ("CCR") 723-21-4.1 and 4 CCR 723-21-4.1.1, respectively.

2. Colorado Interstate Gas Company, the Colorado Governor's Office of Energy Management and Conservation, and North American Power Group, Ltd. ("NAPG"), have filed petitions to intervene.  The Commission finds that each of these petitions state good cause.

3. Of the three intervenors to date, only NAPG filed a response to the portion of Public Service's proposed procedural schedule presently at issue.  NAPG does not oppose Public Service's request to commence the public participation process on November 30, 1999.  A variance to Rule 4 CCR 723-21-4.1 will be granted.

4. NAPG suggests that the Commission deny the requested waiver of 4 CCR 723-21-4.1.1 and hence the shortening of the public participation process from 60 days to 30 days.  Public Service believes that the public participation process associated with its 1999 Integrated Resource Plan ("IRP") will be less contentious due to the accommodations to the process that it has proposed.  NAPG argues that the 60-day public participation process established by Rule 4 CCR 723-4.1.1 is necessary to fully evaluate Public Service's estimate of resource need for the period covered by Public Service's 1999 IRP.  The Commission finds that Public Service's proposal is reasonable.  The Commission further finds that a 60-day public participation process will not ensure a better estimate of Public Service's resource need estimate.

5. Finally, the Commission reiterates that December 20, 1999, is the deadline for filing interventions and responding to all other portions of Public Service's motion for variances to shorten the integrated resource planning process.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

6. The petition to intervene filed by Colorado Interstate Gas Company is granted.

7. The petition to intervene filed by the Colorado Governor's Office of Energy Management and Conservation is granted.

8. The petition to intervene filed by North American Power Group, Ltd., is granted.

9. Public Service Company of Colorado is granted variances to Rules 4.1 and 4.1.1 of the Electric Integrated Resource Planning Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-21.  Public Service may conduct a 30-day public participation process commencing on November 30, 1999.

10. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING
November 29, 1999.
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