Decision No. C99-1283

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99M-546G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR AN ORDER APPROVING A PROPOSED MODIFIED MANNER OF NOTICE WITH RESPECT TO GAS RATE CHANGES TO BE FILED DECEMBER 1, 1999.
Order:  (1) Granting Application To
Approve An Alternative Manner of Notice and Waiver of Response Time; and (2) Suggesting Sufficiency Review of Bill Inserts
Mailed Date:  November 23, 1999

Adopted Date:  November 19, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for consideration of the application to approve an alternative manner of notice filed by Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") on November 12, 1999.  By the application, Public Service seeks approval to provide alter-native notice of the natural gas service rate and tariff changes to be filed on or before December 1, 1999, which changes con-stitute Public Service's "Phase 2" rate filing (alternatively, the cost allocation and rate design phase of Public Service's "Phase 1" rate case proceeding in Docket No. 98S-518G).  Public Service has filed this application pursuant to § 40‑3‑ 104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.

2. Now being duly advised in the premises, the Com-mission grants the application and waives response time.

3. Public Service requests to provide the additional notice of its rate change filing required by § 40‑3‑ 104(1)(c)(I), C.R.S., through:  (i) publication of its proposed rate change in the legal classified sections of both The Denver Post and The Denver Rocky Mountain News; (ii) issuance of a news release on December 1, 1999 detailing the proposed changes to all standard media outlets and public information recipients, as well as posting the proposed changes on its internet website; and (iii) a bill insert in each gas customer's regular bill for the first complete billing cycle following December 1, 1999, i.e., the billing cycle commencing on or about December 28, 1999, and continuing through January 31, 2000.

4. The combination of the three forms of notice described above constitutes a hybrid of the various alternative methods set forth at § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I), C.R.S.  For instance, the newspaper notice will not be published in each newspaper "of general circulation in each county" in which Public Service provides service, as required by § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(A), C.R.S.  Similarly, the bill inserts will not be received in the time-frame required by § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(C), C.R.S.  Despite these variances, the Commission finds that Public Service's proposed manner of notice is consistent with the spirit of the notice requirement established by § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I), C.R.S., at cost savings of approximately $400,000.

5. The Commission strongly suggests that Public Service consult with the Commission's Staff regarding the suffi-ciency of all three forms of the bill insert notice prior to distribution to Public Service's customers.  Public Service is not required to file the bill insert notices with the Commis-sion.

6. Public Service's application states good cause for the requested relief.

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application to approve an alternative manner of notice filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on November 12, 1999, is granted.  Response time to the application is waived.

2. Public Service Company of Colorado will consider consulting with the Commission's Staff regarding the sufficiency of all three forms of the bill insert notice prior to distribu-tion to Public Service Company of Colorado's customers.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN Commissioners' Weekly Meeting
 
November 19, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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________________________________
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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