Decision No. C99-1216

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99C-371T

in the matter of the investigation of u s west COMMUNICATIONS, inc. and concerning (1) the charging of excessive, UNJUSTLY discriminatory, unjust, or unreasonable rates of charges, violation of § 40-3-101, C.R.s.; (2) the furnishing, providing, and maintaining of services, instrumentalities, equipment, or facilities which are INADEQUATE, inefficient, unjust, or unreasonable and which do not promote the safety, health, comfort, and convenience of its patrons, employees, and the public; (3) the violation of § 40-3-106, c.r.s.; and (4) the violation of rules regulating telecommunications service providers and telephone UTILITIES (4 ccr 723-2).

ORDER:  PROCEDURAL ORDER CONCERNING CONFIDENTIALITY OF FILED TESTIMONY AND EXHIBITS and NOTICE OF HEARING
Mailed Date:  November 8, 1999

Adopted Date:  November 3, 1999
I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter is before the Commission on our own motion regarding direct testimony and exhibits filed as con-fidential by Commission Staff and the Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”). 

2. We question whether the material filed as con-fidential pursuant to U S WEST Communications, Inc.’s (“U S WEST”) claims is actually confidential (i.e., exempt from public disclosure under applicable law such as the Colorado Open Records Act, § 24-72-201, et. seq., C.R.S.).  These claims of confidentiality may require excluding the public from signifi-cant portions of the hearing.  If there is no need for pro-tection from disclosure, there is no need to exclude the public or disrupt the flow of the proceedings.  

3. Before ruling on the merits of U S WEST’s claims of confidentiality, we will ask all parties to provide us with position statements in anticipation of a hearing on this issue.  At that hearing we will take argument from the parties and determine whether the material filed under seal is confidential under applicable law.

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. On or before November 17, 1999, the parties will each submit position statements addressing whether the direct testimony and exhibits filed under seal by the Commission Staff and the Office of Consumer Counsel is confidential under appli-cable law.

A hearing to determine the matters discussed above is set at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
November 22, 1999

TIME:
1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

Office Level 2 (OL2)
 

Logan Tower
 

1580 Logan Street
 

Denver, Colorado

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
November 3, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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