Decision No. C99-1208

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 94C-587T

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION INTO VIOLATIONS OF RULES REGULATING TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS AND TELEPHONE UTILITIES (4 CCR 723-2) BY U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
ORDER CLOSING DOCKET

Mailed Date:  November 9, 1999

Adopted Date:  November 3, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of closing Docket No. 94C-587T and accepting the final reports concerning the distribution of reparations provided by U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("USWC"), as prescribed in Decision Nos. C95-236 and C95-1037.

B. Finding of Fact

1. On November 16, 1994, the Commission issued a show cause order to USWC regarding its alleged violations of requirements of the Commission’s Telephone Utilities Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-2-21.2.4, 4 CCR 723-22.1, and 4 CCR 723-22.2.  Several interested parties inter-vened.  The intervenors and USWC entered into negotiations and reached a settlement.  The Commission accepted the stipulation and settlement agreement ("Agreement") in Decision Nos. C95-236 and C95-318, with certain modifications.

2. The Agreement provided that USWC would set aside reparations, initially set at $4.7 million, for selected tele-communications projects that met specified criteria.  An advi-sory group consisting of representatives from the Governor's Office, the State Legislature, the Commission, and the Office of Consumer Counsel was formed to provide guidance in the selection process.  Two hundred and fourteen proposals requesting in excess of $67 million were received.  Following an extensive review process, the top 34 proposals were identified.

3. Initially, 23 proposals were notified that they were awarded funds from the reparation/grant program.  As estab-lished in the Agreement, additional reparation funds were to be added to the program if USWC failed to meet certain quality of service benchmarks.  A combination of these additional funds and savings in implementing various proposed projects enabled the grant program to provide a total of  $5,235,909 for 28 selected projects.
C. Conclusions on Findings of Fact

4. USWC and each of the organizations receiving pro-ceeds from the reparations/grant program have provided reports consistent with the requirements specified in Decision No. C95-1037.

5. USWC has met its financial reparation requirement as prescribed in Decision No. C95-236.

6. The terms and conditions of the Agreement have been met.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

7. Docket No. 94C-587T is closed.

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 3, 1999.
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