Decision No. C99-1196

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-549E

in the matter of the application of public service company of colorado for an order approving its 1999 integrated resource plan.

order ESTABLISHING PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION DOCKET, NOTICING
THE DOCKET, AND SHORTENING
RESPONSE TIME TO PORTIONS
OF THE MOTION FOR VARIANCES

Mailed Date:  November 19, 1999

Adopted Date:  November 19, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings and Conclusions

1. On November 15, 1999, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) filed its 1999 Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) and requests the Commission to open a new public participation docket.

2. On November 16, 1999, Public Service filed a motion for variances to shorten its 1999 IRP process.  In its motion, Public Service proposes an accelerated schedule for its 1999 IRP public participation and bid solicitation process.  Public Service also seeks a waiver of various IRP Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations ("CCR") 723-21, as outlined in para-graphs 1 through 8 of the motion.

3. Due to the significant nature of the acceleration and requested rule variances, the Commission will allow responses to Public Service's motion.  The Commission finds that response time to the requests set forth in paragraphs 4 and 5 of the motion relating to 4 CCR 723-21-4.1 and 4 CCR 723-21-4.1.1 should be shortened to November 24, 1999.  A short response time to these requests is necessary in order for the Commission to consider the merits of Public Service's requests prior to the proposed date for conducting the first public participation meeting.

4. For purposes of considering the variance requests described above, the Commission is focusing on the following portion of Public Service’s proposed IRP schedule:

Date
Action or Event

November 15, 1999
Issue Draft RFP

November 16, 1999
Transmission Study Requests Window Opens

November 30, 1999
First Public Participation Meeting

December 8, 1999
Model Contract Workshop Meeting

December 17, 1999
Second Public Participation Meeting

December 20, 1999
Interventions and Response to PSCo’s motion Due

December 30, 1999
Close of Public Participation Period

5. With respect to all other requests in Public Service's motion, the Commission will accept responses through and including December 20, 1999.

6. This Order also provides notice to interested parties.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Docket No. 99A-549E is opened. The request to open a public participation docket pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-21-4 filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on November 15, 1999 is granted.

2. Response time the motion for variances to shorten the Integrated Resource Process filed by Public service Company of Colorado on November 16, 1999, with respect to paragraph 4 (4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-21-4.1) and paragraph 5 (4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-21-4.1.1), is shortened to November 24, 1999.

3. Any party wishing to intervene shall file its notice of intervention within 30 days of the effective date of this Order, in this case December 20, 1999.  The response to all other portions of the motion filed by Public Service Company of Colorado may be filed concurrently with the intervention.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

November 19, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________
Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI ABSENT.



( S E A L )
[image: image1.wmf]
ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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