Decision No. C99-1151

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-486T

in the matter of the application of u s west COMMUNICATIONS, inc. to request the commission to open a docket to address expansion of local calling.

Order Opening Docket And Procedural Schedule

Mailed Date:  October 25, 1999

Adopted Date:  October 8, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the Application to Open a Docket to Address Expan-sion of Local Calling filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), on October 5, 1999.  The application requests that we open a proceeding and establish a procedural schedule to consider expansion of local calling areas in the 719 and 970 area codes.  Now being duly advised in the premises, we will grant these procedural requests.

2. The application notes that in Docket No. 97A-540T, USWC agreed to the expansion of local calling areas in the 719 and 970 area codes with a total rate impact of $8 million.  In accordance with that agreement, USWC now requests that we establish procedures to investigate which calling areas should be expanded.  We therefore direct that:  Commission Staff shall conduct five “town meetings” to be held, respectively, in Leadville, Colorado on October 26, 1999; Montrose, Colorado on October 27, 1999; Steamboat Springs, Colorado on October 28, 1999; Pueblo, Colorado on November 3, 1999; and Greeley, Colorado on November 4, 1999.  These public meetings should explain the purpose of this docket, including how interested persons may pursue an expansion of their local calling areas (e.g., the kind of information which the Commission will require to support expansion of specific local calling areas).

3. Interested members of the public may file public comment suggesting expansion of specific local calling areas, with supporting data and information (see footnote 1), on or before November 30, 1999.  Intervenors in this docket may file testimony and supporting exhibits suggesting new local calling areas on or before December 30, 1999.  An Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) for the Commission shall conduct hearings in this matter in January, 2000, the specific time and place to be designated by the ALJ.

order

4. The Commission Orders That:

5. The request to open this docket and issue pro-cedural directives by U S WEST Communications, Inc., is granted.

6. Interested members of the public and the parties to this case shall follow those procedural directives set forth above.

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
October 8, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________
Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
                       ABSENT.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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�  The formal hearings in this docket will occur in January, 2000.  Therefore, we will apply the alternative criteria for expanding local calling areas recently adopted in Docket No. 99R-128T.  Members of the public who are interested in suggesting an expansion of a local calling area should examine the rules adopted in that docket.
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