Decision No. C99-1112

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-407T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF QWEST COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION, LCI INTERNATIONAL TELECOM CORP., USLD COMMUNICATIONS, INC. AND U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR APPROVAL OF THE MERGER OF THEIR PARENT CORPORATIONS, QWEST COMMUNICATIONS INTERNATIONAL INC. AND U S WEST, INC.
Order Rescheduling Prehearing Conference And Shortening Response Time to Motion To Define Scope Of Proceeding

Mailed Date:   October 8, 1999

Adopted Date:  October 8, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement
1. By prior order in this docket, we scheduled a prehearing conference to be conducted on October 22, 1999.  On October 7, 1999, Qwest Communications Corporation, LCI International Telecom Corp. and USLD Communications, Inc. (“Qwest”), and U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”) filed their motion to reschedule the prehearing conference, requesting that the conference be held on October 12, 1999.

2. We find that the public interest requires that the prehearing conference be conducted prior to October 22.  However, rescheduling the prehearing conference to October 12, as Qwest and USWC request, would not give the other parties to this case fair notice and sufficient opportunity to prepare.  Therefore, we will reschedule the prehearing conference to October 15, 1999 as set forth below.  The parties shall come prepared to discuss and resolve the procedural schedule in this case, including dates for prefiling of testimony and hearing dates.  The parties shall also come prepared to discuss all pending motions (as of the date of this order), if the Commission determines that additional argument or comment is necessary.

3. Qwest and USWC request that response time to their Motion to Define Scope of Proceeding be shortened to one business day.  This specific suggestion is inconsistent with due process and unreasonable.  However, in order to permit the Commission to discuss the motion at the prehearing conference on October 15, 1999, we will shorten response time to noon, October 14, 1999.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

4. The request to reschedule the prehearing conference in this matter will be granted consistent with the above discussion only.  The prehearing conference will be held at the following time and place:

TIME:
1:30 p.m.

DATE:
October 15, 1999

LOCATION:
Commission Hearing Room A

1580 Logan , Office Level 2

Denver, Colorado

The parties shall come prepared to discuss those matters set forth above and all related matters.

5. Interested parties shall submit responses to the Motion to Define Scope of Proceedings on or before noon on October 14, 1999.

6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 8, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________




ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI ABSENT.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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�  The pending motions are: the petition for intervention by the U S WEST Retirees/CO-WY; the late-filed petition for intervention by Covad Communications Company; the motion to define the scope of proceeding by Qwest and USWC; and the procedural matters set forth in Qwest’s and USWC’s motion for reconsideration of decision to vacate hearing date and to expedite decision.
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