Decision No. C99-1046

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99R-465T
IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED RULES REGARDING AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES ON FORMAL COMPLAINTS, 4 CCR 723-1-61
Notice Of Proposed Rulemaking
Mailed Date:   September 27, 1999

Adopted Date:  September 22, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement
1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission gives notice of proposed rulemaking regarding amendments to Rule 61 of the Public Utilities Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1-61.  The intent of the proposed rules is to implement an accelerated complaint mechanism to resolve interconnection agreement disputes.  The proposed rules are limited in scope to resolving disagreements between parties to interconnection agreements approved by the Commission.  They do not require the consent of the opposing party to implement the accelerated proceeding.  Discovery is allowed, but is limited and accelerated.  Finally, they provide for a hearing within 45 days with no continuances beyond 60 days, unless specific findings are made.  A copy of the proposed rules is attached to this notice.  The statutory authority for the proposed rules is found at §§ 40-2-108, 40-3-102, 40-15-404, and 40-15-503, C.R.S.

2. An Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules and related issues at the below stated time and place.  Interested persons may submit written comments on the rules and present these orally at hearing, unless the ALJ deems oral presentations unnecessary. Interested persons are encouraged to submit written comments before the hearing.  Such comments should be filed ten days prior to the hearing date. All submissions will be considered.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

3. This Notice of Proposed Rulemaking shall be filed with the Colorado Secretary of State for publication in the October 10, 1999, edition of The Colorado Register.
4. Hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before an Administrative Law Judge ("ALJ") as follows:

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

DATE:
November 1, 1999

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado

At the time set for hearing in this matter, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the ALJ deems oral comments unnecessary.  

5. Interested persons may file written comments in this matter before hearing.  The Commission requests that such prefiled comments be submitted at least ten days before the scheduled hearing.  All submissions, whether oral or written, will be considered by the Commission.

6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 22, 1999.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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