Decision No. C99-1040

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99C-371T

IN THE MATTER OF THE INVESTIGATION OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. AND CONCERNING: (1) THE CHARGING OF EXCESSIVE, UNJUSTLY DISCRIMINATORY, UNJUST, OR UNREASONABLE RATES OR CHARGES, IN VIOLATION OF § 40-3-101, C.R.S.; (2) THE FURNISHING, PROVIDING, AND MAINTAINING OF SERVICES, INSTRUMENTALITIES, EQUIPMENT, OR FACILITIES WHICH ARE INADEQUATE, INEFFICIENT, UNJUST, OR UNREASONABLE AND WHICH DO NOT PROMOTE THE SAFETY, HEALTH, COMFORT, AND CONVENIENCE OF ITS PATRONS, EMPLOYEES, AND THE PUBLIC; (3) THE VIOLATIoN OF § 40-3-106, C.R.S.; AND (4) THE VIOLATIoN OF RULES REGULATING TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS AND TELEPHONE UTILITIES (4 CCR 723-2).

Procedural Order

Mailed Date:  September 22, 1999

Adopted Date:  September 15, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement
In Decision No. C99-803, we set this matter for hearing on November 29, 1999.  Commission Staff, on August 30, 1999, filed its Motion to Set Additional Hearing Days.  That motion requests that we schedule an additional five days of hearing in this case.  In part, Staff’s request for additional hearing days is based on its observation that the procedures now established for this proceeding call for all testimony to be presented orally.  We will consider Staff’s request to schedule additional days of hearing at the prehearing conference to be conducted in this matter.
  For purposes of administrative efficiency, we now modify the existing procedural directives in this case to require the parties to prefile testimony and exhibits in accordance with the schedule stated below.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The procedural directives established in Decision No. C99-803 are modified as stated here:  Staff of the Public Utilities Commission and any intervenor shall file with the Commission, at least 45 days before the first day of hearing, copies of the direct testimony and exhibits of each of their witnesses in accordance with Rule 7(b)(5), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure.
  Copies of prefiled testimony and exhibits shall be served upon all parties to the proceeding, unless otherwise ordered by the Commission.  No witness for Staff or intervenors shall be permitted to testify nor shall any document be received into evidence, except in rebuttal, unless served and filed as required here.

2. The Respondent, U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall file with the Commission, at least 30 days before the first day of hearing, copies of the direct testimony and exhibits of each of its witnesses in accordance with Rule 7(b)(5), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure.  Copies of prefiled testimony and exhibits shall be served upon all parties to the proceeding, unless otherwise ordered by the Commission.  No witness for U S WEST Communications, Inc., shall be permitted to testify nor shall any document be received into evidence unless served and filed as required here.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
September 15, 1999.
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Bruce N. Smith
Director
THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI 
________________________________



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________

Commissioners

CHAIRMAN RAYMOND L. GIFFORD 
ABSENT.
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� The prehearing conference will be set by separate order.


� The first day of hearing shall continue to be scheduled on November 29, 1999.
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