Decision No. C99-970

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-395CP-Merger

IN RE:  THE JOINT APPLICATION OF GREATER COLORADO TRANSPORTATION COMPANY D/B/A AMERICAN CAB OF DENVER AND METRO TAXI, INC., FOR PERMISSION TO COMPLETE A MERGER OF OPERATIONS.

ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION FOR
PERMISSION TO COMPLETE MERGER
Mailed Date:  September 3, 1999

Adopted Date:  September 1, 1999
I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A.
Statement

This matter comes before the Commission on the appli-cation of Greater Colorado Transportation Company, doing busi-ness as American Cab of Denver (“American”), and Metro Taxi, Inc. (“Metro”) (collectively “Applicants”), to merge operations.  American and Metro are owned by Coach USA, Inc.  A seven-day notice period was provided on August 16, 1999, and there were no petitions to intervene.

B.
Facts and Discussion

1. American and Metro provide taxi service in the six-county Denver Metropolitan area.  American operates under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) PUC No. 53680, and Metro operates under CPCN PUC No. 1481.  American is restricted to operating a maximum of 50 vehicles at any one time.  Metro is similarly restricted to 300 vehicles.  

2. Under the terms of Decision No. R98-463, American and Metro have operated with partially merged operations since May, 1998.  That decision requires American and Metro to obtain Commission approval before completing their merger.  The Appli-cants are before us now to complete the merger.  They have obtained new facilities, are prepared to begin using a new computer dispatch system, and will provide expanded and updated training and maintenance.  The Applicants believe that the completed merger will provide much needed operational effi-ciencies without prejudice to any interested party.

3. The Applicants now ask that we authorize the com-pletion of the merger, including:

1)
revise CPCN PUC No. 1481 to restrict operations to a maximum of 350 vehicles at one time,

2)
cancel CPCN PUC No. 53680 and its associated tar-iff,

3)
waive Rule 33 of the Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 regarding adoption notice, and

4)
permit American’s former vehicles to operate under Metro’s tariff. 
  

4. Finding that good cause has been stated, we will grant the application.

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Joint Application for Permission to Complete a Merger of Operations filed by Greater Colorado Transportation Company, doing business as American Cab of Denver, and Metro Taxi, Inc., is deemed complete. 

2. The Joint Application for Permission to Complete a Merger of Operations filed by American Cab of Denver and Metro Taxi, Inc., is granted.

3. Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 1481 is amended to restrict operations to 350 vehicles at any one time.

4. Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 53680 and the associated tariff are canceled. 

5. The former vehicles of American Cab of Denver may operate under the tariff of Metro Taxi, Inc., until such time as the proper tariff is filed for the new, merged entity.

6. For purposes of this transaction, Rule 33 of the Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 regarding adoption notice is waived.

7. Commission Staff shall rewrite the authority to conform with this Order.  

8. On or before September 24, 1999, Metro Taxi, Inc., shall file with the Commission its new tariff to be effective on at least one day notice.  Should Metro Taxi, Inc., fail to timely file its new tariff, this Order shall be void.  

9. The right of Metro Taxi, Inc., to operate under this Decision shall depend upon its compliance with all present and future laws and Commission rules and regulations, including, but not limited to, filing proper certificates of insurance with the Commission, and paying vehicle identification fees.

10. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY Meeting 
 
September 1, 1999.
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� This would constitute a rate increase for American.  American filed a rate increase request on June 11, 1999, but withdrew it on July 19, 1999.  However, notice of the increase was filed in the June 14, 1999, Denver Post, and no protests were received.  
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