Decision No. C99-939

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99L-388W

in the matter of the application of cascade public service company for an order authorizing it to effect certain revisions in water rates upon less than statutory notice.

commission order denying upward
revisions of water rates

Mailed Date:  August 27, 1999

Adopted Date:  August 25, 1999

I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. On August 5, 1999, Applicant, Cascade Public Service Company (“Applicant”), filed a verified application.  Applicant seeks a Commission order authorizing it, without for-mal hearing and on less than statutory notice, to place into effect tariffs resulting in an increase to its existing water commodity rates now on file with the Commission.  Applicant states that its proposed increase in rates is to reflect its increased cost of purchased water from its supplier and to pass on to Applicant’s customers the increased costs to purchase water for resale.  Applicant also seeks an increase in the authorized late fee.

2. The proposed tariffs are attached to the applica-tion and affect Applicant’s customers in Cascade, Colorado.

B. Findings of Fact

1. Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged in the distribution and resale of water for domestic, mechanical, or public uses in a certificated area within the State of Colorado.

2. Colorado Springs Utilities (“CSU”) supplies Applicant’s water requirement.

3. The Commission has no jurisdiction over the wholesale rates of water supplier CSU.

4. The purpose of the proposed upward revision to Applicant’s water commodity rate is to reflect an increase in the level of water costs charged Applicant by its supplier.

5. The effect of the revisions is an increase of $2.21 per 1000 gallons, or 51 percent, to Applicant’s water rates in Cascade, Colorado.

6. Applicant brought the filing of this application to the attention of its affected customers by publication in The Gazette, Colorado Springs, Colorado.

7. This application for authority to increase rates is made under § 40-3-104(2), C.R.S., and Rule 41(e)(1), Commis-sion’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regu-lations 723-1.

8. Applicant supports its proposed rate increase with unaudited financial information.  Furthermore, the certi-fied public accountant compiling Applicant’s balance sheet has given a qualified letter regarding the financial statements that have been reviewed.  The Commission will not rely on these financial statements as presented.

9. Good cause does not exist for the Commission to allow the proposed increases on less than statutory notice.

II. ORDER

C. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application of Cascade Public Service Company to file tariffs on less than statutory notice is denied.

2. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargu-ment, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the Mailed Date of this Decision.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

D. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
August 25, 1999.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith
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