Decision No. C99-852

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-349T

RE:  the matter of the VERIFIED application of WIGGINS TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION FOR APPROVAL OF THE MERGER OF THE HOYT EXCHANGE INTO THE WIGGINS EXCHANGE.
DECISION GRANTING APPLICATION
FOR APPROVAL OF EXCHANGE MERGER
Mailed Date:  August 6, 1999

Adopted Date:  August 4, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the Verified Application to Merge the Hoyt Exchange into the Wiggins Exchange filed by Wiggins Telephone Association, Inc. ("Wiggins”), on July 14, 1999.  Wiggins further sought shortened notice of the application and the approval of the implementing tariff pages.  This ruling comes under the modified procedure as contained in amended Section 2 of § 40-15-111, C.R.S., signed into law on March 31, 1999. 

2. On July 23, 1999, the Commission approved a shortened Notice period of five days.  Notice of this appli-cation was issued by the Commission on July 23, 1999, allowing parties until July 28, 1999, to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding.  As of the date of this order, no comments were filed with the Commission.  Likewise, no person has sought to intervene in this matter.

B. Findings

1. The Commission has studied the merger arrangement of these two exchanges, and finds:

(A)
The agreement is not adverse to any existing cus-tomers of either company.

(B)
The implementation of such agreement will not adversely affect the public switched network

(C)
The merger of the exchanges agreement will not compromise the financial integrity of the provider.  Section 40-15-111(2), C.R.S.

2. Consistent with § 40-15-111(2), C.R.S., we find that the Application for the merger of the two exchanges and the consequent exchange area boundaries rearrangement should be approved.

3. The Application addresses all pertinent provi-sions of the statute.

C. Conclusion

Based upon the record in the present proceeding and the standards for review of exchange area boundary rearrange-ments, we conclude that the Application should be granted.

ORDER

D. The Commission Orders That:
1. The Verified Application filed by Wiggins Tele-phone Association is deemed complete.

2. The Verified  Application filed by Wiggins Tele-phone Association is granted.

3. The five implementing tariff pages attached to the Verified Application are approved.  Wiggins Telephone Asso-ciation shall make an Advice Letter filing implementing these tariff changes consolidating the Hoyt Exchange into the Wiggins Exchange, on not less than one day notice citing this Order as authority.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

E. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
August 4, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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