Decision No. C99-842

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-321T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF CENTURYTEL FOR PERMISSION TO ABANDON SERVICE, PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE NOTICE, AND TO REQUEST SHORTENED NOTICE PERIOD.

GRANTING APPLICATION
Mailed Date:  August 4, 1999

Adopted Date:  July 28, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the application of CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. (“CenturyTel”), to abandon Message Telecommunications Service (“MTS”).

2. On June 21, 1999, CenturyTel filed its applica-tion to abandon MTS.  On July 2, 1999, notice of the application was mailed.  On July 6, 1999, the Office of Consumer Counsel filed a notice of intervention of right but withdrew its notice of intervention on July 22, 1999.  There were no other inter-ventions.  The notice period has passed, and the application is unopposed.  

3. We now consider the application without hearing.  Section 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.  

4. On March 23, 1999, the Federal Communications Commission issued Order No. 99-54 in CC Docket No. 96-98, affecting dialing parity requirements and the filing of dialing parity plans with state utilities commissions.  It is because of Order No. 99-54 in CC Docket No. 96-98 and its ramifications for dialing parity that CenturyTel seeks to remove MTS from its tar-iff.  Finding that good cause has been stated, we will grant the application.  

II. ORDER

B. The Commission Orders That:
1. The application to abandon Message Telecommuni-cations Service filed by CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc., is granted.
2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING July 28, 
 
1999.  
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