Decision No. C99-822

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99V-301E

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR WAIVER RELATING TO RULE 28 OF THE COMMISSION’S RULES REGULATING THE SERVICE OF ELECTRIC UTILITIES FOUND AT 4 CCR 723-3.

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION
GRANTING APPLICATION FOR WAIVER

Mailed Date:  August 3, 1999

Adopted Date:  July 28, 1999

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A.
Statement

1. On June 8, 1999, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”) filed an Application requesting a waiver of Rule 28 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating the Service of Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-3 with regard to meter testing.  

2. Notice of the Application was given to all inter-ested persons, firms, and corporations on June 14, 1999.  Public Service, filed amendments to the application on June 10, 1999 and July 1, 1999.

3. No motions to intervene or protests have been filed in connection with this application.  Accordingly, the application is non-contested and unopposed.  Pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 24 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, the Commission may determine this application without formal hearing.

B. Findings of Fact

4. Public Service is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of the Commission.

5. Rule 28 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating the Service of Electric Utilities, 4 CCR 723-3 (“Rule 28”), states:

All service watt-hour meters shall be tested and adjusted to register accurately to within the limits specified in Rule 24 and to otherwise conform with the requirements of that rule, either before installation or within sixty days after installation.

6. Public Service installs an electric meter tem-porarily for use during the construction of several homes on adjacent properties.  The temporary meter is not removed until construction of the last home is completed.  Rule 28 requires that the meter used temporarily during construction to be retested before it is permanently installed.

7. The Application states approximately 6,000 meters are temporarily installed annually for use during the construc-tion of several homes on adjacent properties.  Public Service estimates the costs incurred to test the relevant meters is approximately $52,400 per year.  Further, Public Service esti-mates that there is a one time cost savings of $420,000 associated with reducing the number of meters required for permanent installation while these meters are being tested.   

8. Commission Decision No. C93-202 granted a waiver of Rule 28, permitting Public Service to install an electric meter which is used temporarily for the construction of an individual home to be installed permanently at that home if there is no evidence of any physical damage or compromise of the integrated seal.

9. Public Service seeks to extend the waiver granted by Decision No. C93-202 to also permit installation of an electric meter which is used temporarily for the construction of several homes on adjacent properties permanently at the last home constructed without retesting, if there is no evidence of any physical damage or compromise of the integrated seal.

C.
Discussion

Rule 1(b) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating the Service Electric Utilities, 4 CCR 723-3, provides that in special cases, for good cause shown, not contrary to statute, the Commission may permit deviation from the electric rules insofar as it may find compliance impossible, impracticable, or unneces-sary.  The circumstances for which the waiver of Rule 28 is requested are similar to those underlying the Rule 28 waiver granted in Decision No. C93-202.  Public Service’s cost savings demonstrate that it is unnecessary to require Public Service to comply with Rule 28 in all instances and that the extension of the waiver of Rule 28 granted in Decision No. C93-202 is in the public interest. 

II. ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

10. The Application for Waiver filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on June 8, 1999 is deemed complete and granted except where there is evidence indicating physical damage or compromise of the integrated seal.

11. Public Service Company of Colorado is authorized to deviate from Rule 28 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating the Service of Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, consistent with the above discussion.

12. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING July 28, 1999.



( S E A L )
[image: image1.wmf]
ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________
Commissioners



5

_968142048.unknown

