Decision No. C99-801

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-272E

IN THE Joint APPLICATION OF united power inc. and public service  company of colorado for new certificates of public convenience and necessity in order to establish revised service territories.

commission order gRANTING new CERTIFICATEs OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY

Mailed Date:  July 28, 1999

Adopted Date:  July 23, 1999

I. By the commission

Statements, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On May 27, 1999, United Power Inc. (“United”), and Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “PSCO”) (collectively “Applicants”) filed a verified joint application for permission, through the issuance of new Cer-tificates of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCNs”), to revise service area boundaries in Adams County and Weld County, Colorado.  Specifically, these Applicants are requesting a revi-sion of the boundaries in the vicinity of the Broadlands and Erie Village developments, along with the transfer of the landfill, as described in detail in Appendix I (Applicants’ Exhibits A, C, E, and G) attached to this order.   

2. United and PSCO currently conduct operations as Colorado public utilities providing regulated electric service in the two counties. On May 8, 1964, Public Service and Union Rural Electric Association, Inc. (now United), filed a joint application with the Commission requesting approval of proposed operating territories for the two companies.  Decision No. 63322, dated July 20, 1964, established territorial bounda-ries between the two utilities in both Adams County and Weld County.

3. Applicants note that growth has accelerated dra-matically in the northern service area of Public Service in most of Adams County and parts of Weld County in recent years. Applicants reached an invasion agreement in 1998 with respect to some of this territory so as to serve customers efficiently. United and Public Service now would like to make boundaries determined in the invasion agreement permanent as well as to make permanent other service territory boundary revisions.     

4. This Application for new CPCNs is made under § 40-5-101, et seq., C.R.S., § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., and Rules 22, 24, 55, and 70 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Pro-cedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.  The application contains detailed maps and/or metes and bounds descriptions of the areas delineated in the boundary changes (attached as Appen-dix I). 

5. The Commission issued notice of the application on June 4, 1999.  No protest, objections, or petitions to inter-vene have been filed.  Therefore, the application may be granted without formal hearing.

6. As permitted by Rule 55(c)(5) of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, Applicants have submitted financial statements in lieu of a feasibility study.   

7. The granting of the requested CPCNs to establish territory boundary revisions will be in the public interest and should be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. New Certificates of Public Convenience and Neces-sity are granted to both United Power, Inc., and Public Service Company of Colorado to extend, operate, and provide electric services in specific portions of Adams County and Weld County.  This Order with attached Appendix I shall be deemed to be, and shall be, the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for both utilities.

2. Public Service Company of Colorado and United Power, Inc., are authorized to file amendments to their respec-tive tariffs to reflect these changes.  These compliance changes shall become effective on one day notice.  

3. The hearing in this matter set for September 3, 1999 is vacated.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING 
 
July 23, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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