Decision No. C99-781

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-299T

in the matter of the application of US WEST COMMUNICATIONS, inc., PER RULE 57 TO CURTAIL ITS TRANSPARENT LAN SERVICE (tls).

Decision Granting Application
To CURTAIL SERVICE

Mailed Date:  July 21, 1999

Adopted Date:  July 14, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the application to curtail certain services by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USW”).  USW initiated this pro-ceeding by filing its “Verified Application” dated and received by the Commission on June 17, 1999. The notice states its intent to curtail USW’s Transparent LAN Service (“TLS”) service under Rule 57, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-1.  

2. USW states that TLS service is a high-speed fiber optic transport service for interconnecting local area computer networks (“LANs”) within a LATA. 

3. USW states that it is seeking to cease offering TLS to new customers, citing lack of viability, flexibility, and performance capability of TLS with respect to newer services.  USW also cites the increased number of alternative contemporary services and the limited number of current TLS customers as substantive reasons to curtail the service.  USW information as provided to the Commission, in conjunction with independent Commission investigation, has adequately substantiated these USW claims regarding TLS.    

4. TLS will continue to be provided to existing TLS subscribers for the duration of those customers’ contracts. Customers will not be allowed to enter into new TLS contracts following the effective date of the tariff changes associated with the service curtailment.  However, USW will allow up to 12 months following this effective date to allow “sufficient time for customers to find suitable alternatives....” A modification to USW’s Advanced Communications Services Catalog (Colo. PUC No. 13) will be made which reflects the “grandfathered” status of the TLS service.  USW has stated that TLS rates for grandfathered customers are not being changed in this filing.   

5. The Commission is satisfied that USW has appro-priately complied with all the necessary provisions of Rule 57, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, as it relates to curtailment of TLS service.  The application is unopposed. 

6. Good grounds having been stated, we will grant the USW request to curtail TLS service as proposed in the Verified Application.  

II. order

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., on June 17, 1999 to curtail service known as Transparent LAN Service is deemed complete.

2. The application to curtail Transparent LAN Service is granted.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING July 14, 1999.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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