Decision No. C99-714

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95A-531EG

IN THE MATTER of the APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR COMMISSION AUTHORIZATION (1) TO MERGE WITH SOUTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY THROUGH THE FORMATION OF A REGISTERED PUBLIC UTILITY HOLDING COMPANY AND FOR ISSUANCE OF SECURITIES IN CONJUNCTION THEREWITH AND (2) TO IMPLEMENT A FIVE-YEAR REGULATORY PLAN WHICH INCLUDES AN EARNINGS SHARING MECHANISM; FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE; AND FOR SUCH OTHER RELIEF AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE OR NECESSARY.

Order Granting Request For
Hearing And Assigning Matter To An Administrative Law Judge

Mailed Date:  July 7, 1999

Adopted Date:  July 1, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

On June 8, 1999, Commission Staff filed in this docket its Report on the Performance Based Regulatory Plan (Earnings Sharing Report) for Calendar Year 1998 and Request for Hearing.  The report sets forth the results of Staff’s investigation relating to the 1998 earnings of Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service”).  Staff is requesting a hearing.  We will set this matter for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge.  The parties will address, as they find appropriate, all relevant matters.  The Administrative Law Judge will establish all necessary procedures for the conduct of the hearing.

II. order

A. The Commission orders that:

1. Commission Staff’s request for hearing is granted.  This matter is assigned to an Administrative Law Judge for further proceedings consistent with the above discussion:

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
July 1, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI DISSENTING IN PART.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



III. COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI DISSENTING IN PART:

While I agree to set this matter for hearing in accordance with Staff’s request, I would limit the hearing to those three issues specifically identified in Staff’s motion:

1.
The handling of the federal-state jurisdictional split with respect to a wholesale power agreement between WestPlains and Public Service.

2.
The requirement that Public Service fully segre-gate its records with respect to rate base, expenses, and revenues associated with electric service provided pursuant to discounted customer-specific contracts.

3. The inclusion of the cash working capital com-ponent for New Century Services-related services if the Commission adopts this adjustment in the final Commission decision in the Public Service gas rate case (Docket No. 98S-518G).

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________
Commissioner

� In Advice Letter No. 1313-Electric, Public Service has proposed certain revisions, to become effective on July 1, 1999, to the Performance-Based Regulatory Plan Adjustment charge.  Those revisions will be allowed to become effective by operation of law.  However, in accordance with prior Commission directives entered in Docket No. 95A-531EG, the new charges implemented in Advice Letter No. 1313 will be subject to true-up based upon the rulings made after hearing in the instant proceeding.
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