Decision No. C99-690

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-321T

APPLICATION OF CENTURYTEL FOR PERMISSION TO ABANDON A SERVICE, PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE NOTICE, AND TO REQUEST SHORTENED NOTICE PERIOD.
DENYING REQUEST FOR
ALTERNATIVE NOTICE PERIOD
Mailed Date:  June 24, 1999

Adopted Date:  June 23, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the request to Provide Alternative Notice, and for a Shortened Notice Period filed by CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc. (“CenturyTel”), f.k.a. Eagle Telecommunications, Inc., Colorado.  

2. On March 23, 1999, the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) issued Order No. 99-54 in CC Docket No. 96-98, affecting dialing parity requirements and the filing of dialing parity plans with state utilities commissions.   Because of the ramifications of the FCC dialing parity requirements, CenturyTel now seeks to remove Message Telecommunications Serv-ice from its tariff now on file with us.  

3. CenturyTel asks that the notice period be short-ened to ten days in order to allow the application and asso-ciated advice letter to be heard concurrently.  Additionally, CenturyTel requests that the Dialing Parity Notice serve as notice for the discontinuance of the Message Telecommunications Service.  

4. Rule 57 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rule 57”), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-57, controls this application.  Rule 57(b) requires a notice period of at least 30 days to all customers.  Rule 57(c) provides for the use of Form Y in giving notice.    

5. We find that less than 30 days notice is adequate under these circumstance, but the ten days requested by CenturyTel is too short.   We find that 20 days notice is appropriate.  Notice should be sent out by July 2, 1999, to all customers as contemplated by Rule 57.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

6. The request for a shortened notice period of  ten days by CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc.,  is denied as discussed above.  A shortened notice period of 20 days is granted with notice sent out on or before July 2, 1999.  

7. Except as discussed in paragraph 1 above, the request for alternative notice by CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc., is denied.  CenturyTel of Eagle, Inc., shall comply with the requirements of Rules 57(b) and (c) of the of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-57, by providing notice using Form Y to all affected cus-tomers.

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 23, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI ABSENT



( S E A L )
[image: image1.wmf]
ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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