Decision No. C99-676

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

CASE NO. 6396

IN THE MATTER OF THE DESIGNATION OF ELECTRIC UTILITY TRANSMISSION FACILITIES AND ELECTRIC UTILITY GENERATION FACILITIES FOR WHICH AN APPLICATION TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY IS REQUIRED OR THE FILING OF A FORMAL DETERMINATION THAT NO CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED.

Order of the commission pertaining
to certification of facilities

Mailed Date:  June 25, 1999

Adopted Date:  June 23, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1.
Sections (d) and (e) of Rule 18 of the Commis-sion’s Electric Utility Rules, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, require each Colorado electric utility to file a schedule of its proposed new construction or extensions of generation and transmission facilities for the next three calendar years no later than April 30 of each year.

2.
Rules 18(d)(2) and (e)(2) further provide that the Commission shall issue its decision on whether a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or a formal determination regarding the necessity of a certificate, is required within 60 days of April 30 of the calendar year in which the data are filed.

3.
Rule 18(g) provides that the information filed by each utility shall be public information, available for inspec-tion at the offices of the Commission during regular business days and hours.  The rule further provides that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments about the identified projects within 15 days of the filing of the data.

4.
The Commission noticed the data filing on May 14, 1999.  No comments were filed.

5.
The following utilities submitted proposed con-struction schedules:

Intermountain Rural Electric Association

Mountain View Electric Association, Inc.

Public Service Company of Colorado

San Miguel Power Association, Inc.

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

WestPlains Energy

White River Electric Association, Inc.

6.
New projects were reported as listed below:

Intermountain Rural Electric Association

Bayou Substation Modification I - install second 115 kV transformer
Bailey Substation Modification I - install 44 kV cir-cuit switcher
Plum Creek Substation Modification - install second 115 kV transformer
Greenland Substation Modification II - upgrade from 44 kV to 69 kV
Delbert Substation - install new 115 kV facility
Parker – Delbert 115 kV Transmission Line – construct new radial transmission line
Elizabeth Substation Modification II - install second 115 kV Transformer
Mountain View Electric Association, Inc.

Paddock Substation - install new 115 kV facility to be initially operated at 69 kV
Falcon Substation - install second 115 kV transformer 

Public Service Company of Colorado

Interlocken Substation and 230 kV Transmission Line Tap Project – extend existing 230 kV transmission line and install new 230 kV substation
San Miguel Power Association

Specie Substation - upgrade to 115 kV
Wilson Substation - upgrade to 115 kV
Burro Bridge Substation - install 115 kV circuit switchers
Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

Dacono-Dacono Tap 115 kV Line – construct new radial transmission line
Colorado/New Mexico 230 kV Interconnection Project – construct new transmission line
WestPlains Energy

Un-named (WAPA) Substation – install a new 230/115 kV facility  with a 230/115 kV autotransformer
White River Electric Association, Inc.

American Soda LLC – Yankee Gulch Project – construct new radial 138kV transmission line and install new 138 kV substation
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:


1.
No certificate of public convenience and neces-sity shall be required for the following Intermountain Rural Electric Association projects:

Bayou Substation Modification I 
Bailey Substation Modification I 
Plum Creek Substation Modification 
Greenland Substation Modification II 
Delbert Substation 
Parker – Delbert 115 kV Transmission Line 
Elizabeth Substation Modification II 

2.
No certificate of public convenience and neces-sity shall be required for the following Mountain View Electric Association, Inc., projects:

Paddock Substation 
Falcon Substation

3.
No certificate of public convenience and neces-sity shall be required for the following Public Service Company of Colorado project:

Interlocken Substation and 230 kV Transmission Line Tap Project

4.
No certificate of public convenience and neces-sity shall be required for the following San Miguel Power Asso-ciation projects:

Specie Substation
Wilson Substation
Burro Bridge Substation

5.
No certificate of public convenience and neces-sity shall be required for the following Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc., project:

Dacono-Dacono Tap 115 kV Line

6.
Tri-State Generation and Transmission Associa-tion, Inc., shall file for a certificate of public convenience and necessity or for a formal determination that no certificate of public convenience and necessity is required for the Colorado/New Mexico 230 kV Interconnection Project.  The filing shall include but not be limited to:

(a)
a map showing the general area or actual loca-tions that facilities will be constructed, popu-lation centers, major highways, state boundaries, county boundaries, and service territories of the members of Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.;

(b)
electric one line diagrams including substation one line diagrams; including substation one line diagrams

(C)
information on alternatives studied, costs for those alternatives, criteria used to rank or eliminate alternatives;

(d)
justification for the preferred alternative;

(e)
demonstration that the public convenience and necessity of Colorado consumers require granting of the application; and

(f)
a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented.

7.
No certificate of public convenience and neces-sity shall be required for the following WestPlains Energy proj-ect:

Un-named (WAPA) Substation.

8.
No certificate of public convenience and neces-sity shall be required for the following White River Electric Association, Inc., project:

American Soda LLC – Yankee Gulch Project.

9.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
June 23, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI ABSENT.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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