Decision No. C99-616

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99V-172T

in the matter of the APPLICATION by u s west communications, inc. for a waiver of certain provisions of 4 ccr 723-41-8.7.2 regarding the filing of a tariff-rider advice letter.

Order Granting Request For Clarification

Mailed Date:  July 11, 1999

Adopted Date:  June 9, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the Request for Clarification filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), on June 4, 1999.  Now being duly advised in the premises, we will grant the motion.

2. The motion points out that, pursuant to Commis-sion directives contained in Decision No. C99-487,
 USWC will soon file, an Advice Letter to reduce certain rates (the “Interim High Cost Fund Filing”) to be effective on July 1, 1999.  Part of the rate reduction in the Interim High Cost Fund Filing is affected by a Commission order in Docket No. 98F-146T.  There, the Commission, resolved a complaint by the Colorado Payphone Association, and directed that USWC reduce Public Access Lines (“PAL”) rates.  The reductions exceed those in Decision No. C99-487.  The motion states that USWC intends to revise PAL rates, effective June 18, 1999, consistent with the order in Docket No 98F-146T.

3. In the instant motion, USWC requests clarifica-tion that it may “retain the revenue impacts associated with the interim High Cost Fund filing ...,” even though actual PAL rates on July 1, 1999 will be lower than contemplated in the Interim High Cost Fund Filing.  According to the motion, the result, is that USWC will not offset any of the revenue difference between the present PAL rates (e.g., $46.61 for flat-rated PAL service) and the new PAL rates (e.g., $40.79 for flat-rated service) with receipts from the High Cost Fund from June 18, 1999 to July 1, 1999.  After July 1, 1999, USWC will only offset approximately one-half of the reduction in PAL rates--namely, only the differ-ence between present rates and those rates contemplated in the Interim High Cost Fund Filing.  The motion explains that USWC’s request is reasonable because USWC will forego recovery (i.e., offset from the High Cost Fund) for the full impact of the actual PAL reductions ordered in Docket No. 98F-146T.

4. Good cause having been stated, we will grant the motion.  Response time will be waived.

II. order

B. The Commission orders that:

1. The Request for Clarification filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., on June 4, 1999 is granted.  Response time to the motion is waived.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

C. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING June 9, 1999.
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� Decision No. C99-487 permits USWC, in lieu of reducing all rates on a uniform basis pursuant to Rule 8.7, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-41, to file interim rate reductions consistent with those it proposes in Docket Nos. 99A-068T and 99A-161T.
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