Decision No. C99-605

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99L-298T

in the matter of the application by u s west communications, inc. for approval of a tariff change implementing revenue reduction totaling $2.5 million on less than statutory notice.

Order Granting Application For Tariff
Change On Less Than Statutory Notice

Mailed Date:  June 11, 1999

Adopted Date:  June 9, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A.
Statement and Findings of Fact

This matter comes before the Commission for considera-tion of the Application for Tariff Change on Less Than Statutory Notice filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC” or “Com-pany”), on June 4, 1999.  The application requests Commission permission to implement, starting June 17, 1999, certain revenue sharing resulting in one-time customer reductions for USWC’s access and end-use customers.  
B.
Discussion

1. In the instant application, USWC seeks to imple-ment certain revenue reductions agreed upon in the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (“Stipulation”) submitted by USWC, Com-mission Staff, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel in Docket No. 97A-540T.  The revenue reductions proposed in this application amount to $2.5 million for access and business end-use customers purchasing service during the month of January 1999.  Specifically, the application and attached tariff sheets propose an overall reduction in rates of $2.5 million for private line, exchange service, and access service tariffs.  The Company proposes that the proposed tariffs become effective on June 17, 1999, on less than 30 days notice to the public and the Commission.  

2. The specific details of the proposed rate reduc-tions are set forth in the tariff sheets attached to the appli-cation as Exhibit A.  The one-time revenue sharing affecting end-users is calculated to be approximately 2.7 percent, cred-ited to customers' bills. 

3. With respect to the revenue sharing allocated to USWC customers that purchase access, these customers' portion of the sharing shall be calculated based on their percentage share of the total intrastate switched access revenues purchased in calendar year 1998.  These customers will receive a revenue sharing if they were USWC customers of record in business during the month of January 1999. 

4. As grounds for its request to effect the proposed rate changes on less than 30 days notice, USWC states that adequate notice was provided in the orders involving Docket No. 97A-540T.  Also, the Company wishes to return this money to customers as soon as possible.  USWC points out that the instant proposal is being submitted in accordance with certain provi-sions in the Stipulation in Docket Nos. 97A-540T and 90A-665T, Decision No. C99-222.  The order approving the stipulation, at Paragraph L, increased the sharing amount by $2.5 million. 

5. USWC in its application also requests a waiver of customer notification as required in 4 Code of Colorado Regula-tions (“CCR”) 723-1-41.5.3 and 4 CCR 723-1-41-5.4.  The reason stated for this waiver is the additional delay entailed in pro-viding such notice and the relatively small size of the refund.

6.  For the reasons stated in the application, we find that good cause exists for allowing the proposed tariff changes to become effective on June 17, 1999.

II. Order

A.
The Commission orders that:

7. The Application for Tariff Change on Less Than Statutory Notice filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., on June 4, 1999 is granted. 

8. U S WEST Communications, Inc., is permitted to file, on not less than one day notice, the tariffs attached to the application as Exhibit A to become effective on June 17, 1999.

9. U S WEST Communications, Inc.’s Motion for Waiver of Customer Notification is granted.

10. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING June 9, 1999.
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