Decision No. C99-598

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98M-346G

in the matter of account 191 balance monitoring by peoples natural gas company, a division of utilicorp united inc. 

commission order DIRECTING STAFF TO PERFORM monthly account no. 191 balance monitoring 

Mailed Date:  June 16, 1999

Adopted Date:  June 3, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:


Statements, Findings of Facts, and Conclusion

1. In accordance with Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regula-tions (“CCR”) 723-8-10, each gas utility is required to monitor its net under- or over-recovery balance in Account No. 191 on a monthly basis.
  On a quarterly basis, or as otherwise estab-lished individually for a utility, each utility is required to provide a report to the Commission within 30 days of the end of each quarter stating the Account No. 191 balance calculation for each rate area.  The report is filed with the Commission.  

2. If the monthly change in the Account No. 191 balance (whether positive or negative) for any Gas Cost Adjust-ment (“GCA”) rate area exceeds 50 percent of the monthly average of actual gas purchase costs for the 12 months prior to the month at issue for the GCA rate area, the utility is required to provide written explanation to the Commission within 30 days of the end of the month at issue.

3. Staff notes a variance in the reporting filed by Peoples Natural Gas Company, a division of UtiliCorp United Inc. (“Peoples”), when it reviewed the quarterly data for the Account No. 191 report for the quarter ending March 31, 1999.  The Peoples report showed a variance in the month of February, 1999.  Peoples explained that there was an adjustment of $594,044 due to an error that “was inadvertently missed by an accountant who no longer works in the company” and that the error “was subsequently discovered and corrected.”

4. Given the magnitude of the accounting error, the Commission will monitor Peoples’ Account No. 191 balance on a monthly basis.  Peoples shall file the report on its Account No. 191 balance required by 4 CCR 723-8-10 within 30 days of the end of the month for a period of one year. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Peoples Natural Gas Company, a division of UtiliCorp United Inc., shall provide its Account No. 191 monitor-ing reports required by Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-8-10 within 30 days of the end of each month for a period of one year from the date of this Order.
2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING June 3, 1999.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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� Account No. 191 is an account used to accumulate actual gas supply costs.  
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