Decision No. C99-584

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 96A-288T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF SPRINT COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY L.P. FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY AND FOR SPECIFIC FORMS OF PRICE REGULATION.
COMMISSION ORDER ON MOTION TO VACATE COMMISSION DECISION NO. C98-1235

Mailed Date:  June 9, 1999

Adopted Date:  June 3, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Background.

1. This matter concerns Sprint Communications Com-pany L.P.’s (“Sprint”) entry into the local exchange market in Colorado.  Sprint received a certificate of public convenience and necessity (“CPCN”) for local exchange service which required it to offer service to residential customers.  Sometime later, Sprint requested a phase-in process.  The phase-in would have allowed Sprint to provide business service immediately with full-scale residential service offered within one year of the commencement of business service.

2. On May 7, 1999, Sprint filed, a Motion to Vacate or Modify Commission Decision No. C98-1235 (“Motion to Vacate”) and a Motion for Expedited Hearing or Decision on the Motion to Vacate.  On May 21, 1999, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), filed a Response in Opposition to Sprint’s Motion to Vacate or Modify Commission Decision C98-1235.  On May 25, 1999, Sprint filed a Supplement to Motion to Vacate or Modify Commis-sion Decision No. C98-1235.

B. Findings and Conclusions

3. Sprint makes two requests.  First, Sprint seeks to enter the local exchange market in a manner that differs from Commission policy.  Sprint does not wish to offer business and residential service simultaneously.

4. Sprint seeks to provide business service ini-tially, with residential service to follow at some time in the future.  This would return Sprint to the status which existed prior to the Commission granting Sprint’s request for a one-year phase-in for residential service.  Second, Sprint requests that its residential service be delayed indefinitely until availabil-ity of a satisfactory electronic Operations Support System (“OSS”) interface with USWC.  Sprint requests that it be given the same treatment extended to MCImetro Access Transmission, Inc. (“MCIM”), in Commission Docket No. 96A-267T.  As a result of actions in that docket, MCIM is not required to provide residential service until a satisfactory OSS is available.

Discussion

5. Sprint has wavered on its proposed timing for residential service.  Such action is not preferable, but is understandable.  Sprint has shown interest in providing residen-tial service and proposed a means and schedule, something other carriers have not done.  Sprint should not be penalized for that interest.  

6. Sprint states that OSS is problematic at this time.  We note that monthly reports are being filed in 96A-267T, per our order.  Until the Commission finds that an acceptable OSS is available from USWC, Sprint should not be required to provide residential service.  Sprint may provide residential service pursuant to tariff.  When Sprint files it tariff, it shall contain sections for terms and conditions of service for all services it wishes to offer, including residential local exchange service, just as MCIM has done.

7. The Commission attached certain conditions to MCIM’s order regarding OSS.  Sprint shall comply with similar conditions.  In Commission Decision No. C98-103, dated Janu-ary 30, 1998, issued in Commission Docket No. 96A-267T, we stated at page 6:

MCImetro Access Transmission, Inc., shall provide monthly reports on the status of its negotiations with U S WEST Communications, Inc., regarding the deploy-ment of an Electronic Data Interchange interface for the purpose of providing local telephone service.  These reports shall include, but not be limited to, what services will be provided by Electronic Data Interchange, anticipated testing dates of Electronic Data Interchange, and anticipated market launch for local telephone service to both residential and busi-ness customers.  The first report shall be due 10 days following the Mailed date of this decision, with each subsequent report due on a 30-day interval.

MCIM’s docket was conditioned upon a test conducted my MCIM.  Sprint has conducted no such test.  We will order Sprint to engage in negotiations with USWC regarding the Electronic Data Interchange interface and to report to the Commission in the manner described above.

8. Further, Sprint requests a specific finding from the Commission that Sprint “may” choose to enter the general market only when an acceptable OSS access system is functioning properly.  This request will be denied.  Instead, Sprint will be ordered to provide both residential and business service after the Commission determines an appropriate OSS is in place and within the timeframes specified in Sprint’s CPCN orders.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

9. Sprint Communications Company L.P. shall commence negotiations with U S WEST Communications, Inc., concerning an appropriate Operations Support System interface and shall report to the Commission, in this docket, the progress of those nego-tiations on the same schedule as MCImetro Access Transmission, Inc.  The timing of those reports shall coincide with the reports filed by MCImetro Access Transmission, Inc.  Sprint Com-munications Company L.P. is specifically ordered:

to enter negotiations with U S WEST Communications, Inc., regarding deployment of an Electronic Data Interchange interface. Further, Sprint shall provide monthly reports on the status of its negotiations with U S WEST Communications, Inc., regarding the deploy-ment of an Electronic Data Interchange interface for the purpose of providing local telephone service.  These reports shall include, but not be limited to, what services will be provided by Electronic Data Interchange, anticipated testing dates of Electronic Data Interchange, and anticipated market launch for local telephone service to both residential and busi-ness customers.  The first report, and all subsequent reports, shall be due at the same time as MCIM’s reports, that is, by close of business on the 10th day of each month, beginning July 10, 1999.

10. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 3, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________

Commissioners



( S E A L )
[image: image1.wmf]
ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



6

_950964443.unknown

