Decision No. C99-461

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99K-193T

docket No. 99F-094T

MCI WORLDCOM, INC.,


Complainant,

v.

u.s. west communications, inc.,


Respondent.

DOCKET NO. 99F-162T

AT&T COMMUNICATIONS OF THE MOUNTAIN STATES, INC.,


Complainant,

v.

U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.,


Respondent.
Order Granting Emergency Motion
To Reconsider Interim Decision
And Order Of Consolidation

Mailed Date:  May 5, 1999

Adopted Date:  May 4, 1999

BY THE COMMISSION

Statement
1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the Emergency Motion to Reconsider Interim Deci-sion Denying Consolidation filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC”), on May 4, 1999.  The motion requests that the Commission reverse an interim decision by the Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) denying a request for consolidation of Docket Nos. 99F-094T and 99F-162T.

2. The request for consolidation was unopposed by any party to these two cases.  In Decision No. R99-414-I, the ALJ denied the motion for consolidation primarily on the grounds that consolidation would delay consideration of Docket No. 99F-094T, and the Commission has an important interest in resolving the issues in that proceeding.
  USWC requested that the ALJ reconsider this decision; on May 3, 1999, by oral ruling, the ALJ denied the motion for reconsideration.  USWC now requests that the Commission reverse the interim decision denying the request for consolidation.  Now being duly advised in the mat-ter, we will grant the emergency motion and will direct that Docket Nos. 99F-094T and 99F-162T be consolidated.

3. The emergency motion points out that the legal and factual issues presented in these two dockets are essen-tially identical.  Additionally, these proceedings effectively involve the same parties.  Given these circumstances, the inter-ests of administrative economy and the interests of avoiding potentially inconsistent decisions strongly support consolida-tion.  While we agree with the ALJ that the public (and there-fore the Commission itself) has an important interest in the resolution of this matter as soon as possible, the brief delay associated with consolidation is not inconsistent with this interest.  We observe that the procedural schedule presently established for Docket No. 99F-162T, the later-filed complaint by AT&T Communications, of the Mountain States, Inc., reasonably accommodates the public interest in timely resolution of the matters presented in the instant complaints, and the interests advanced by consolidation of virtually identical proceedings.  Therefore, we will direct that these two complaint dockets be consolidated for further proceedings.

ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

4. The Emergency Motion to Reconsider Interim Deci-sion Denying Consolidation filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., on May 4, 1999 is granted.  Response time to the motion is waived.

5. Docket Nos. 99F-094T and 99F-162T are consoli-dated for further proceedings.  The Administrative Law Judge assigned to this matter shall conduct such further proceedings in this matter consistent with this Order.

6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 4, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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________________________________
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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�  Docket No. 99F-094T, the complaint by MCI WorldCom, Inc., alleges that USWC is improperly “freezing” customers’ accounts for intraLATA toll service.  In Docket No. 99F-162T, AT&T Communications of the Mountain States, Inc. makes identical claims against USWC.
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