Decision No. C99-453

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-115T

in the matter of the application of Conquest operator services corporation for abandonment of its certificate of public convenience and necessity anD withdrawal of its tariff.

Decision Granting Application To Abandon Authority And Discontinue Service

Mailed Date:  May 7, 1999

Adopted Date:  May 4, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement and Findings of Fact

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the application to abandon authority and discon-tinue service by Conquest Operator Services Corporation (“Con-quest”).  Conquest initiated this proceeding by filing a request dated March 17, 1999, that its Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) be withdrawn.  The Commission received this notice on March 22, 1999. 

2. Conquest states that it is requesting cancellation of its CPCN as granted in Decision No. C92-1651, Docket No. 92A-686T, effective January 6, 1993.  In that Decision, Conquest was granted a CPCN to provide non-optional operator services only.  We construe the notice as an application to abandon Conquest’s authority, to discontinue service with respect to non-optional operator services, and to withdraw Conquest's tariff.  

3. On April 12, 1999, Conquest filed a Supplement to the Application containing additional information necessary to allow the application to be deemed complete, and seeking a waiver of the customer notice requirements of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations ("CCR") 723-1-57(b), (c), and (d).  

4. This Commission authorized the acquisition of Conquest via merger, by Smartalk Teleservices, Inc. ("Smartalk"), in Decision No. C97-1283, Docket No. 97A-447T, effective December 2, 1997.  While that transaction was an acquisition of Conquest by Smartalk, Conquest was allowed to maintain its sepa-rate corporate existence, with its authority and tariff remaining in effect.  

5. Conquest states in the instant application, that on June 12, 1998, New Millennium Conquest Service Corporation ("New Millennium") entered into an asset purchase agreement with Conquest.  On December 30, 1998, New Millennium was granted its own Letter of Registration and currently provides service under its own tariff.  The instant application further states that on January 19, 1999, Smartalk and its subsidiaries, including Conquest, filed a Chapter 11 Petition for Bankruptcy with the United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware.  Accordingly, Conquest is no longer doing business in the State of Colorado.  

B. Conclusions

1. Conquest has no customers in the State of Colorado, therefore no one will be adversely affected by the canceling of Conquest's CPCN and withdrawal of its tariff.  Conquest's request for waiver of the customer notice requirements found at 4 CCR 723-1-57(b), (c), and (d) will be granted.

2. Good grounds having been stated, we will grant the application to abandon authority and discontinue service.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

3. The Notice filed by Conquest Operator Services Corporation on March 22, 1999, to abandon authority and discon-tinue non-optional operator services is deemed complete. 

4. Conquest Operator Services Corporation is granted a waiver of the notice requirements of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-57(b), (c), and (d) in the instant application. 

5. The application to abandon its authority, withdraw its tariff, and discontinue non-optional operator services is granted. 

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 5, 1999.
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