Decision No. C99-435

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97C-432T
Regarding The Investigation Of (1) U S WEST’s interconnection mediated access system for compliance with the telecommunications act of 1996, the FCC’s first Report and Order, and pertinent Commission directives related thereto (2) whether the commission should order the implementation on or before december 31, 1997, of an electronic data interchange system or other available long-term solutions for access to u s West’s Operations support SYSTEMS.
ruling on third-party vendor testing
Mailed Date:  May 4, 1999

Adopted Date:  April 28, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A. Statement

1.
On April 7, 1999, MCI WorldCom, Inc. (“MCIW”), submitted its response to Decision No. C99-344.  In its response, MCIW requests that the Commission determine an appro-priate third-party vendor (in accordance with the stipulation previously approved in this docket) using a traditional Request for Proposal (“RFP”) process.  MCIW notes that under State pro-visioning law, the Commission is ordinarily required to use the competitive bid process when seeking vendors to provide service to the state, and the Commission should not enter into a single source contract.   It further requests that it be permitted to participate in a discussion concerning the contents of the RFP.  

2.
On April 12, 1999, U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“U S WEST”), and the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (“Staff”) jointly submitted a recommended third-party vendor to conduct the Operational Support Systems (“OSS”) func-tionality testing pursuant to Decision No. C99-344.  They recom-mend Telcordia Technologies, a subsidiary of SAIC Companies f/k/a Bellcore.

B.
Findings and Conclusions 

The Commission rejects MCIW’s contention that the Com-mission itself is contracting for services under the proposed OSS functionality testing, and, thus, a RFP process should be conducted.  Furthermore, we believe that entering into a formal RFP process for the selection of the third-party vendor testing will unnecessarily delay the testing and possible use of the OSS functionalities by Competitive Local Exchange Companies.  There-fore, in accordance with Staff’s and U S WEST’s request, the Commission will approve the use of Telcordia Technologies to conduct the third-party vendor testing.

II. Order.

B. The Commission Orders That:

1.
The Commission approves the use of Telcordia Technologies, a subsidiary of SAIC Companies f/k/a Bellcore, to conduct the Operational Support System functionality testing pursuant to the Revised Stipulation and Settlement Agreement  reached between U S WEST Communications, Inc., and the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission.

2.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING 
 

April 28, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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________________________________



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI ABSENT.



( S E A L )
[image: image1.wmf]
ATTEST:  A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]éu,‘,?f- péC‘—ZT-';_




____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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