Decision No. C99-432

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-137T

RE:  the matter of the joint application of u s west and centurytel to execute a transfer of certificates of public convenience and necessity and to request shortened notice period.

DECISION GRANTING APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF TERRITORY TRANSFERRANCE BETWEEN COMPANIES

Mailed Date:  April 30, 1999

Adopted Date:  April 28, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission ("Commission") for consideration of the Verified Joint Application to Execute a Transfer of Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity and to Request Statement of Notice Period ("Application") filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("U S WEST"), and CenturyTel of Eagle (“CenturyTel”) on April 2, 1999. The Application is filed pursuant to the Commis-sion's Rules Establishing Procedures Related to the Submission for Approval of Transfer Agreements within Colorado by Local Exchange Telecommunications Providers, 4 Code of Colorado Regu-lations ("CCR") 723-37 ("Transfer Agreement Rules").  This rul-ing comes under the modified procedure as contained in amended Section 2 of § 40-15-111, C.R.S., signed into law on March 31, 1999. 

2. Notice of this application was issued by the Com-mission on April 9, 1999, allowing parties until April 19, 1999, to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding.  As of the date of this order, no comments were filed with the Commission.  Likewise, no person has sought to intervene in this matter.

B. Background

3. The Application was submitted following the suc-cessful completion of voluntary negotiations between U S WEST and CenturyTel.  Boundary changes were filed via revised exchange area maps on Advice Letter Nos. 2767 (USWC) and 99-4 (CenturyTel).  There is no compensation involved in the trans-fer.  The transfer is requested via approval of the foregoing Advice Letters.

4. Per legislation enacted by Senate Bill 99-057, the Commission is now allowed to approve applications for rearrangements of serving areas without hearing, if the Commis-sion finds that such rearrangement will promote the public interest, and will not adversely impact the public switched net-work of either provider, nor the financial integrity of either provider.  There are only three existing customers affected.

5. U S WEST proposes to accept a portion of the existing Lake George exchange area as now served by CenturyTel.  CenturyTel proposes to acquire a portion of U S WEST’S Cripple Creek exchange territory, and incorporate those boundaries within the Lake George exchange area.

C. Findings

6. The Commission has studied the mutual transfer and rearrangement of these territories, and finds:

(1)
The agreement is not adverse to any existing cus-tomers of either company.

(2)
The implementation of such agreement will not adversely affect the public switched network

(3)
The agreement will not compromise the financial integrity of either provider.

In light of the requirements of Rule 4 CCR 723-37, and modified § 40-15-111(2), C.R.S., we find that the Application for exchange area boundaries should be approved.

7. The Application addresses all pertinent provi-sions of 4 CCR 723-37.

D. Conclusion

Based upon the record in the present proceeding and the standards for review of exchange area boundary rearrange-ments, we conclude that the Application should be granted and that the Advice Letters regarding such transfers between U S WEST and CenturyTel should be allowed to become effective by operation of law.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

8. The Verified Joint Application filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., and CenturyTel of Eagle is deemed com-plete.

9. The Verified Joint Application filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., and CenturyTel of Eagle on April 2, 1999 is granted.

10. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 28, 1999.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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