Decision No. C99-413

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 98S-518G
RE:  THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO WITH ADVICE LETTER NO. 543-GAS.

ORDER DIRECTING FURTHER HEARINGS

Mailed Date:  April 27, 1999

Adopted Date:  April 23, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION

Statement, Findings, and Conclusion

1. At the conclusion of the hearings held in this docket on April 15, 1999, the Colorado Public Utilities Commis-sion (the "Commission") took up the matter of the need for a technical conference in which the hearing record in this pro-ceeding would be supplemented by a computer-generated revenue requirements model for use by the Commission in calculating any adjustments to the revenue requirements for Public Service Com-pany of Colorado’s (“Public Service”) gas department that may be adopted by the Commission in this proceeding, as well as the resulting rate riders to be ultimately authorized by the Commis-sion.

2. The Commission finds that a further hearing in the nature of a technical conference is necessary to assure that the hearing record in this docket contains sufficient informa-tion, to the extent practicable, to allow the Commission to properly calculate the revenue change and rate riders that will be approved by the Commission in this docket.

3. The Commission will also direct that Public Serv-ice file with the Commission by May 7, 1999, 3½-inch computer diskette(s) containing its revenue requirements model in Microsoft® Excel spreadsheet format.  Such model shall be capable of generating revised revenue requirements and recalcu-lating the proposed rate riders through a process of revising inputs into the model with respect to the various cost of serv-ice items that would change as a result of the Commission’s adoption of any of the positions advanced by the active parties in this docket, with the exception of stipulated issues.  Public Service shall also file a set of detailed instructions along with its model which describe the various changes which must be input into the model to effect the necessary changes to cor-rectly calculate the revenue requirements and rate riders if the Commission were to adopt any of the positions advanced by the active parties in this docket.

4. While Public Service shall not initially be required to serve each party to these proceedings with duplicate 3½-inch computer diskette(s) and associated input instructions, Public Service shall serve notice of its filing on the parties hereto in accordance with Rule 22 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.  Public Service shall, however, be required to promptly provide duplicate 3½-inch computer diskette(s) and associated input instructions to any party to this proceeding upon request of that party.

5. The Commission further finds that the hearing should be conducted by an administrative law judge of the Com-mission.  The administrative law judge shall prepare a record in which any disputes among the active parties as to the correct-ness of the model submitted by Public Service, and the asso-ciated input instructions, may be considered and resolved and in which Public Service witnesses may answer any questions by other parties and the Commission’s advisory staff with regard to the model and the instructions.  The Commission strongly encourages Public Service and the active parties to meet to resolve any questions or disputes regarding the model and its instructions in advance of the technical conference date in order to expedite the on-the-record hearing.

6. The Commission intends to deliberate on the merits of Public Service’s requested revenue increase and the matters raised by the other parties shortly after the technical con-ference set by this Order.

II. order

B. The Commission Orders That:

1. A further hearing in the nature of a technical conference shall be held at:

DATE:
May 14, 1999

TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1580 Logan Street, OL2
 

Denver, Colorado

2. The hearing shall be conducted by an administra-tive law judge of the Commission who shall prepare a record sufficient for the Commission to render a decision consistent with the purposes set forth in this Order.

3. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file, by May 7, 1999, 3½-inch computer diskette(s) containing its revenue requirements model in Microsoft® Excel spreadsheet format with a set of detailed input instructions consistent with the discus-sion set forth in this Order.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

5. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING
  
April 23, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



VINCENT MAJKOWSKI
________________________________



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



g:\yellow\518G.DOC




5

_950964443.unknown

