Decision No. C99-341

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99L-129T

in the matter of the application by u s west communications, inc. for approval of a tariff change implementing local number portability revenue reductions totaling $8 million on less than statutory notice.

Order Granting Application For Tariff
Change On Less Than Statutory Notice

Mailed Date:  April 2, 1999

Adopted Date:  March 31, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

A.
Statement

This matter comes before the Commission for considera-tion of the Application for Tariff Change on Less Than Statutory Notice filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc. (“USWC” or “Com-pany”), on March 26, 1999.  The application requests Commission permission to implement, by April 3, 1999, certain tariff changes which reflect foregone assessments for the federal local number portability (“LNP”) surcharge.  

B.
Discussion

1. In the instant application, USWC seeks to imple-ment certain foregone revenue agreed upon in the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (“Stipulation”) submitted by USWC, Commis-sion Staff, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel in Docket No. 97A-540T.  The foregone revenues proposed in this application amount to $8 million for the federal LNP surcharge assessed to Colorado consumers on a per line basis.  The Company proposes that the tariffs become effective on April 3, 1999, on less than 30 days notice to the public and the Commission.  

2. The specific details of the proposed foregone revenue are set forth in the tariff sheets attached to the application as Exhibit 1.  The LNP surcharge will be offset for the retail services listed by the Universal Service Order Code in the tariff pages.  

3. As grounds for its request to effect the proposed rate changes on less than 30 days notice, USWC points out that the federal charge, which is being offset by the agreement in the Stipulation, is now in effect in LNP-converted areas.  Also the basis for the proposed tariff change has already been ordered by the Commission in C99-222, the approval of the Stip-ulation in 97A-540T.

4. In addition to the granting of the application, USWC is seeking a waiver of the customer notice requirement.  It states that any opposition would have been heard in the 97A-540T proceedings and the public was already made aware of this pend-ing change.

5. For the reasons stated in the application, we find that good cause exists for allowing the proposed tariff changes to become effective on April 3, 1999 and for the cus-tomer notice requirement to be waived.

6. As a condition for approval of the application, USWC must supply the Commission with cost and customer quantity information that supports an exhaust of the $8 million at least 30 days before any changes can be made to the approved tariffs, including any future proposed charges to retail customers (e.g., the $.54 surcharge).

II. order

B. The Commission Orders That:
1. The Application for Tariff Change on Less Than Statutory Notice filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., on March 26, 1999 is granted consistent with the above discussion.

2. U S WEST Communications, Inc., is permitted to file, on not less than one day notice, the tariffs attached to the application as Exhibit 1 to become effective on April 3, 1999.

3. No customer notice is required.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

March 31, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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