Decision No. C99-238

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99R-027T

IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES REGULATING TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS AND TELEPHONE UTILITIES, 4 CCR 723-2, DEFINING BASIC LOCAL EXCHANGE TELEPHONE SERVICE OR BASIC SERVICE.

Order Denying Motion For Leave To Conduct Discovery And Waiver Of Response Time

Mailed Date:  March 4, 1999

Adopted Date:  February 24, 1999

I. BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for con-sideration of the Motion for Leave to Conduct Discovery and Waiver of Response Time filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (“OCC”) on February 5, 1999.  The motion requests that the OCC be permitted to conduct discovery in this rulemaking proceeding.  Although the motion also requested a waiver of response time, we denied that specific request and deferred ruling on the motion pending responses to the motion.  U S WEST Communications, Inc., filed its response opposing the OCC’s request for discovery.  Now being duly advised, we will deny the motion.

2. As grounds for its request, the OCC notes that Commission Staff has been directed to prepare a report for sub-mission in this docket, such report is to contain certain infor-mation regarding the potential effects of rule changes being considered here (e.g., the effects on customer rates and the High Cost Support Mechanism of changes to the definition of Basic Service in Commission rules).  The OCC asserts that, in order to fully comprehend the report, it may be necessary for it to conduct discovery on Staff or the telecommunications pro-viders who submitted information to Staff.

3. We note that Staff, in fact, has now submitted the report referenced in the OCC’s motion.  That report does contain such information as anticipated by the OCC.  However, the OCC will be provided a full copy of the report (upon execution of non-disclosure agreements).  We are informed by Staff that the raw data upon which the report is based is essentially contained in the submission.  Finally, we conclude that given the nature of the issues in this proceeding, there is no need for discovery on the OCC’s part.  For these reasons, the request to conduct discovery will be denied.

order

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1.
The Motion for Leave to Conduct Discovery and Waiver of Response Time filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel is denied.

2.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 24, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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