Decision No. C99-209

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 99A-006T

In the Application of Agate Mutual Telephone Cooperative Association, Inc. to Extend and Operate Its Telephone System
in Portions of Elbert County.
ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION
Mailed Date:  February 26, 1999

Adopted Date:  February 24, 1999

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission on the application of Agate Mutual Telephone Cooperative Association, Inc. (“Agate”), for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) to extend and operate its telephone system in portions of Elbert County, Colorado.  The application was filed pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (“CCR”) 723-1, Rule 55.  A hearing was set and notice provided to all interested parities.  Comments were due to the Commission on or before February 11, 1999.  No comments or requests for intervention were received.  We have reviewed the application and find it to be in full compliance with 4 CCR 723-1, Rule 55. 

2. Agate is a cooperative association organized under the laws of Colorado and authorized to do business in Colorado.  It is a public utility subject to the jurisdiction of the Commis-sion and is currently engaged in the provision of basic local exchange and other telecommunications services to approximately 125 customers in and around Agate, Colorado, in Elbert County.  

3. Agate has provided with its application a map of its present service area as well as portions of Elbert County adjacent to its present service area.  The new service area sought through the application is rural and relatively unpopu-lated.  Agate is currently serving customers in the new service area because no other telecommunications company has been willing and/or able to provide the service.  Agate believes that the customers desire to continue receiving telephone service from Agate, and believes that granting the CPCN requested would be in the interest of the present customers and in the public interest.  Agate believes that § 40-15-101, C.R.S., provides the authority for the extension of its service area.    

4. The service presently provided within the new area is being provided in accordance with Agate’s tariff on file with the Commission.  Others within the area who desire service would be provided service pursuant to the tariffs on file and the statutes and regulations governing the provision of telecommuni-cations services in Colorado.     

5. In addition to the application, Agate provided adequate and appropriate supporting documentation regarding its fitness and qualifications for the granting of the CPCN.  Agate has also provided maps of its present service area as well as the proposed new service area.  Further, Agate has on file with the Commission its previously approved tariffs, including its rates and regulations.  Agate avers that these same tariffs will be applicable to the new service area should the Commission grant the application.  Agate has requested that its application be granted without formal hearing.  

6. The Commission finds that Agate has complied with all procedural requirements, including notice, and has met all requisite standards for the granting of its application.  The Commission finds that formal hearings are not necessary. 

II. ORDER 

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The application of Agate Mutual Telephone Coopera-tive Association, Inc., for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity allowing it to extend and operate its telephone system in portions of Elbert County, Colorado, as described in its application, is deemed complete.

2. The application of Agate Mutual Telephone Coopera-tive Association, Inc., for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity allowing it to extend and operate its telephone system in portions of Elbert County, Colorado, as described in its application, is granted.
3. The hearing date of  April 12, 1999, is vacated. 
4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 
B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 

February 24, 1999.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



ROBERT J. HIX
________________________________



RAYMOND L. GIFFORD
________________________________
Commissioners

COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI ABSENT.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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