Decision No. C99-64

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 97A-297E

in the matter of the application of public service company of colorado for an order approving its 1996 integrated resource plan.

order granting delay in filing cpcn application and directing additional filings

Mailed Date:  January 15, 1999   

Adopted Date:  January 13, 1999

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

On December 21, 1998, Public Service Company of Colorado (“Public Service” or “the Company”) filed a Notice of Delay in Filing of CPCN Application.
  Under the terms of the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement
 (“Settlement”) in this docket, the Company is required to submit an application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CPCN”) for a transmission line connecting Public Service and Southwestern Pub-lic Service Company before the end of 1998.  According to the Company, however, due to the significant demand placed on its resource planning personnel conducting the evaluations of the Request for Proposals bids for its Integrated Resource Plan, it needs additional time to evaluate the transmission line.  Within the motion, Public Service does not specify when it intends to file the CPCN application.  Finally, the Company asserts that no party to the Settlement would be adversely affected by allowing additional time.

B. Findings and Conclusions

The Commission will grant the unlimited delay with the condition that the Company file an amendment to the Settlement.  Such a filing will ensure that all parties to the Settlement are in agreement with Public Service’s desire to indefinitely delay the filing of the CPCN application.  Should Public Service not file the amendment by April 1, 1999, the Company is directed to file monthly status reports concerning the filing of a CPCN application for a transmission line beginning on that date. 

Ii.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The Notice of Delay in Filing of CPCN Application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado, construed as a motion, is granted with the conditions discussed above.

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 13, 1999.
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COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI SPECIALLY CONCURRING.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director



iii.
COMMISSIONER VINCENT MAJKOWSKI SPECIALLY CONCURRING
Although I concur with the majority in granting an unlimited extension of time to Public Service Company of Colorado to file its application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity for a transmission line connecting it to Southwestern Public Service Company, I would require a specific date upon which the company would file the application.  In addition, I would have strongly preferred for Public Service Company of Colorado to have submitted information regarding the impact of the delay in the filing of the application on the projected cost savings to be created by the operation of the transmission line.  Through this information, the Commission could have been more fully informed on the merits of the extension granted by this Order.
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________________________________
Commissioner

� The Commission will construe the notice as a motion.


� This settlement was approved, with modifications, by the Commission in Decision No. C98-1042.
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