Decision No. C99-13

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95A-363T
APPLICATION OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR VARIANCE FROM CERTAIN RULES PRESCRIBING PRINCIPLES FOR COSTING AND PRICING OF REGULATED SERVICES OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS, 4 CCR 723-30.
ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO EXTEND
STIPULATION AND SETTLEMENT

Mailed Date:  January 6, 1999

Adopted Date:  December 30, 1998

I.
BY THE COMMISSION

Statement

1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Util-ities Commission for consideration of the motion filed Decem-ber 23, 1998, by U S WEST Communications, Inc. ("USWC"), to extend Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (the "Agreement"); to waive response time; and to expedite the ruling in this pro-ceeding.

2. The Agreement was entered in response to USWC's application for variance from certain Rules Prescribing Princi-ples for Costing and Pricing of Regulated Services of Telecommu-nications Service Providers, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-30, filed on July 31, 1995.  The Agreement provided for variances of certain rules to apply to all service rate proposals filed by USWC on or before July 1, 1996.

3. By Decision No. C97-1421, the Commission granted an extension of the Agreement to and including January 1, 1999, to apply to all service rate proposals filed by USWC on or before January 1, 1999.

4. In Docket No. 97R-177T, the Commission addressed the issues related to the variances for Rules 30-4.1(a), 30-6.1(a), and 30-6.1(f) so these variances need not be extended.  Docket No. 97A-540T may address the remaining variances but these proceedings are still pending.

5. No party to the Agreement opposes this motion; therefore, it is appropriate to waive response time.

6. The Commission finds that good cause exists to extend the variances set forth in the Agreement which were not addressed in Docket No. 97R-177T to be applicable to all service rate proposals made by USWC on or before December 31, 1999, or until such time as the variance for a particular rule is resolved in another docket, whichever occurs first.

II.
ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion of U S WEST Communications, Inc., to extend the variances agreed upon in the Stipulation and Settle-ment Agreement which were not addressed in Docket No. 97R-177T, is granted.  The agreed upon variances shall be applicable to all service rate proposals made by U S WEST Communications, Inc., filed on or before December 31, 1999, or until such time as the variance for a particular rule is resolved in another docket, whichever occurs first.

2. The motion to waive response time is granted.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 30, 1998.
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____________________

Bruce N. Smith

Director
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